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Introduction 


A criminal record is like a large mole on the tip of your nose; 
it is ugly, it makes people turn away from you, and it must be 
removed surgically. But a criminal record goes further—it takes 
away your rights, your self-esteem, keeps you from getting the 
job you want, keeps you from the school you want to attend, 
the military service you want, the political position you want, 
maybe even the woman/man you want: And it follows you 
forever—if you don’t do something about it. 

We are human, and as humans, we make mistakes. But to keep 
having to pay for those mistakes for the rest of our lives is more 
than unjust, it is inhumane. I made some mistakes, and I have 
been trying to live them down now for more years than I care to 
remember. 

Most of the last twenty years of my life have been spent 
continuing my education and seeing what the world looked like 
without the stigma of a criminal record. It hasn’t been easy; but 
then nothing worthwhile is ever easy. 

The societal law of our land is quick to prosecute, but slow to 
forgive, and when forgiveness is at hand, recognition of rehabili- 
tation is still light years away. To try to convince the courts that 
we have indeed changed to a better life, and that we are indeed 
worthy human beings, is a work of love. You must first believe in 
yourself if you expect anyone else to believe in you. 

This manual’s purpose is to take you through the steps that are 
necessary to clear your record. You need not hire an attorney but 
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you can if you want to, provided you can find one that knows 
how to go about it, and you can afford the expense. 
Let’s start at the appropriate place: the beginning... 


The Difference Between 
Felony & Misdemeanor 
Records 


The basic difference between misdemeanor crimes is their 
seriousness. At certain stages, (1st offense DWI, 2nd offense, then 
3rd offense is a felony), particularly if the same offense is re- 
peated, they can become classified as felony convictions. DWI 
(Driving While Intoxicated) is such a crime. 

Felonies, on the other hand, are always felonies. 

The difference we are looking for here is the way the criminal 
records are treated. Felonies are there to stay, no matter how long 
you wait—they just don’t go away. With misdemeanors, that isn’t 
always so—the records are periodically ‘purged’, (that is they are 
taken off the record after a certain period of time to make room 
for new records for new people.) Some states have laws that 
specify Clerks of Court must erase old records after a stipulated 
amount of time. If a misdemeanor is on your FBI record but not 
on the record at your Clerk of Court’s Office, that means that the 
clerk forgot to mail a copy of the purge order to them. 

Also, misdemeanors are usually easier to Expunge from your 
record. Most states have a law, (a statute), that states a misde- 
meanor will cease to exist after a specified period of time. 

Still in all, if the misdemeanor record appears anywhere, it may 
be necessary to go ahead and expunge it. 

Misdemeanor & Felony records both appear on FBI reports. 
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The FBI knows the difference, but they are not responsible for 
what the police send them to record. Again, look at the ‘rap- 
sheet’. The town or city where the record is located will appear. 
That is where you need to start. 

Some state courts prosecute misdemeanors. Most of the time 
it is the City. You will need to make a phone call to the city listed 
in your ‘rap-sheet’ to find out which has your record and what 
you can do about it. 

Use the enclosed sample Motion To Expunge if possible. 
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Who Has A Criminal 
Record? 


For the last several years I have received many telephone calls 
and letters from people who ask me if I can help them clear a 
Criminal record that they didn’t know they had. Obviously, most 
people know whether or not they have ever been arrested, but 
there are too many otherwise decent citizens out there that made 
a minor mistake, went to court, and when the judge threw the 
case out, they thought that was the end of it. In some cases the 
judge told them the arrest would not be put on record. And then 
they forgot about it. 

Until the paper ghost from the past came back to haunt them 
at exactly the wrong time when a job, a position of trust, joining 
or re-entering Military Service, or even when they had to go back 
to court. At that time the criminal record that the court said would 
be ‘taken care of’ shows up and many embarrassing situations 
follow. 

Never take it for granted that someone, out of the kindness of 
their heart, took your record out of the files in the Clerk of Courts 
ledgers so that no-one would ever know that you had been 
arrested. 

It doesn’t work that way. 

You can do nothing—or pray it’s gone, or hope it’s gone, or 
ignore the fact that it’s there, but sooner or later, in the natural 
course of life, criminal records will catch up with you and at the 
time it’s least expected. | 
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Or, you can do a little work and discover exactly what the law 
enforcement agencies have and do something about it. 

For those that know they have a record, their task will be a little 
easier. You will know when you were arrested, what for, and how 
the case came to an end when you were sentenced. You will know 
which court will know you—not by your face, but by what is on 
your record. 

For those that do not know whether or not they have an arrest 
record, here is a suggestion: you may get a copy of your FBI 
‘rap-sheet’ by following a few simple steps. You will need to: 


1.— Obtain a set of your fingerprints from any police 
agency, (city police, county sheriff, state police, state 
trooper, any one that has the authority and equip- 
ment), and have the printing person sign the card. 


2.— Write a request for the information, and be sure to 
include your name, date of birth, social security num- 
ber, all names you have ever used, where you were 
born, and sign it. 


3.— Obtain a money order or certified check for $17.00, 
made out to the Treasury of the United States. 


4.— Put the fingerprint card, the request, and the 
money order in an envelope and mail to: 


FBI Identification Division 

Washington, D.C. 20537-9700 
5.— If you do not have the $17.00, request a Fee 
Waiver—and send proof that you are not capable of 
getting the money. Prove that you are broke, send 
unemployment forms, or other such proof. 


6.— Wait for the record in the mail. 


Please know that there is no law that says the FBI must record 
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a criminal record. All their records are sent to them by the police 
that made the arrest. Therefore, there may be arrests that you 
have that are not on the FBI Report that you receive. (But, the 
arrests that are most important are there, and they are the ones to 
erase). 

On the following page is a reasonable facsimile of what a FBI 
‘rap sheet’ looks like. Notice the word MASTER appears at the 
top of the sheet. This means that this is the record on file with the 
FBI that any law enforcement agency gets when they request 
information about you. 

Below the letterhead, (U.S. Department Of Justice, etc.), on the 
right side of the sheet, is a number—that is the number that tells 
you the last time the sheet was updated. 

Below that is the word NUMBER in capitals—with a letter 
following. This is your own personal file number with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. No one else has it. 

Below that is a box, with columns, divided into five sections. 
The first column is headed ‘contributor of fingerprints’. That tells 
you who sent the FBI the report that appears on your record. 
Given: PD, Dayton, O. This means the Police Department of 
Dayton, Ohio sent the FBI the report of your arrest. 

The second column, Name and Number, tells them your name, 
and the number you’re assigned at their Department for Identi- 
fication purposes. 

The third column, labeled Arrested or Received, tells the date 
that you were arrested, or the date that the FBI received the report 
from the Dayton Police Department. 

The fourth column, labeled Charge, states exactly what you 
were charged with when you were arrested. 

The fifth column, labeled Disposition, is supposed to tell ex- 
actly what the outcome of the case finally was. If the Dayton 
Police Department didn’t bother to send the FBI the final out- 
come, then the FBI doesn’t know—but they send the information 
they have to different agencies anyway—even if you are innocent. 
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MASTER MASTER MASTER 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 
00-00-00 0000 


0 


Use of the following FBI record, NUMBER 000 000 Z ,» is REGULATED BY LAW. It is 
furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY and should ONLY BE USED FOR PURPOSE REQUESTED. When 
further explanation of arrest charge or disposition is needed, communicate directly 
with the agency that contributed the fingerprints. ‘ 


contributor of name and number arrested or disposition 
fingerprints received 


John Q. Public 
00000 
Sip 000-000 


Dept OfsGorur MJchnyoe=erublie dismissed 


Day om, 


SO John QO. Pubiie 


30 days susp 
Lafayette LA 
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The most important part of the FBI Report is that you now have 
the exact place, date, charge, and outcome of your crime. With 
that information you can begin to change things. 

Look at the FBI report again: notice that the first charge is 
Simple Burglary, and Carrying a Concealed Weapon. It happened 
in Dayton, Ohio, in 1991. Notice that the column marked ‘dispo- 
sition’ is blank. The FBI doesn’t know what happened in that case. 
But, Burglary is a serious crime, a felony. CCW is also a felony in 
most places when it involves another felony. If this is your ‘rap 
sheet’, you know what happened. | 

But, suppose that it was long ago, and you had been on a hot 
roof all day scraping paint and took a break to knock back a 
couple of cold beers. Night came on and you were joined in your 
drinking by a partner; and you both ran out of money. 

Suppose you were drunk, walking the streets at four in the 
morning, and came upon a bar that had only what looked like a 
sheet of plywood separating you from all that booze you see 
behind the counter—and you are a stone alcoholic with a monkey 
on your back. You try to tear the wood to grab a bottle and run, 
but instead a guy inside slides the wood back and starts taking 
shots at you. You’re too drunk to run, so the police catch you, and 
you have a serious felony. 

Because you had the knife you had been using to scrape the 
roof in your pocket, the police thought you were going to hold 
up the bar—so you now have two felonies. 

Nothing was taken, nobody was hurt, nor was there ever the 
intention of hurting anyone. The idea was to grab a bottle and 
run. But now you have two felony records and face, believe it or 
not, the rest of your life in prison. 

The court was kind, it gave you probation. You finished the 
time. Then forgot about the felony record until you applied for a 
job. 

Your prospective employer runs a ‘record check’ on your back- 
ground, which he/she has a right to do. At the interview they tell 
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you that they would like to hire you, but the job is ‘security 
sensitive’ and they can’t take any chances. And then the same 
thing happens at the next interview, and the next, until you put 
‘no’ in the part of the job application where it says ‘Have you ever 
been convicted of a crime?’ You’ve been oes to lie so you can 
get a job and support yourself. 

But you don’t want to lie, and you're tired of being turned 
down, and what you did wasn’t that bad, anyway. It was the only 
time you ever got into that much trouble; but now you know that 
it’s going to haunt you forever. You haven’t been in anymore 
trouble, but you don’t have the money to hire a lawyer to help 
you get things straightened out. But you want the criminal record 
cleared. 

So, you can’t afford a lawyer, the record has stopped you from 
getting a decent job, you life has finally straightened out, but you 
can’t get anybody to help. And on top of everything else, you 
don’t live in Ohio anymore, you live in California. 

Now go back and look again at your FBI Report. Note that the 
City Police Department sent the information to the FBI. The CITY 
of Dayton may have arrested you, but the CITY does not prose- 
cute felonies! The State does. When you went to court on your 
case in Dayton, it was not a City court! It was a District Court, (in 
Dayton it’s called a Court of Common Pleas, in other areas 
Criminal Division). The City does not have the jurisdiction to 
Prosecute felony cases. 

So, what you need now is information, but you cannot get what 
you need from the city court in Dayton (the same for any State or 
City). What you need to do now is keep it simple. 


1.— Pick up your telephone book and look for the area 
code of the place on your FBI report where it says you 
were arrested. 


2.— Dial the area code and 555-1212 to get long dis- 
tance information. 
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3.— When the operator comes on the line, she will ask 
you, “What City, please?” 


4,— Tell her the town listed in the FBI report. 
5.— She will say, “May I help you?” 


6.— Tell her you want the number to the State Court in 
that City—either District or Court of Common Pleas. 


7.— She will say thank youand look under her listings. 
Don’t let her hang up. When she comes back to tell you 
the listing, ask her for the number for the Clerk of 
Court-Criminal Division. She may give you a general 
switchboard number. 


8.— Dial the number given to you. When you get an 
answer, ask for the Criminal Division, clerk of court, or 
whoever is in charge of records. 


9.— When you get the person in charge of criminal 
records on the line, tell them who you are and explain 
to them that your are trying to clear your record. Tell 
them you would like a copy of the Court Minutes of 
your case. 


10.— Give her the exact name on the FBI report. 


11.— Give her the exact date on the FBI report, (of the 
arrest). 


12.— Give her the exact Charge on the FBI Report. 
13.— Give her any other information she asks for. 


14.— She will look it up on the computer or in the 
ledger. 


15.— Verify that it is you. 


16.— Tell her that you need a copy of that record. 
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17.— There may be a small charge for the copy, usually 
$1.00 a page. 


18.— Tell where to send it. 


19.— Ask her to send you a sample copy of an Ex- 
pungement. 


20.— If she says she doesn’t have one, ask her what 
Statute the Motion for Expungement, (sealing of re- 
cords), is under. Write down exactly what she tells you. 


21.— Give her your address. 


22.— Ask her if she wants a check or money order for 
the copies. 


23.— Ask her to please put the Minutes in the mail to 
you. 


24.— Thank her Kindly. 


25.— Get the exact address of where she is and send it 
in care of her/him. 


26.— Get the money in the mail to them ASAP. 


Keep in mind that this is for the felony conviction. When you 
receive the copy of the minutes in the mail from the court, you 


are ready to proceed to the Expungement part. 


Your copy of the minutes is going to have important informa- 
tion on it, and without that information, you cannot go any 


further. You will need: 


1.— The docket number of your case(s). 
2.— The name of the presiding judge. 


3.— The name of the prosecutor. 
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4.— The disposition of the case, (what your sentence 
said). 


5.— The exact name of the court. 


6.— The exact State Statute under which you are le- 
gally eligible to file your Expungement or sealing of 
criminal records. 


NOTE: 

If the Clerk of Court Office does not know which Statute to use, 
or does not have a sample you can copy from, it is a simple matter 
to call any college in the state that has a course in criminal law or 
teaches law school and ask them if they have used copies of the 
state statutes for sale. Then order one by mail. 

Sometimes you won't even have to do that, you can call the 
law school on the nearest campus and get a law student to look 
up the state statute and mail you a copy, but in any event, you 
will need this to cite the exact law when you are filing for the 
expungement/sealing of the record. 

When you get the law book, turn to the index in the back. Look 
under: 


Expungement 

Post-conviction Relief 

Sealing of Records 

Motion to set aside Prosecution 


The statute you want will be under one of those headings. Read 
it carefully. Pay attention to what it says about First Offender 
expungements. Also note what it says about concurrence of the 
prosecution to seal the record. 


A SAMPLE expungement appears in form in the Forms 
Section of this manual. Use it to make your own motion to 
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expunge. Your heading should look like the following page: 


STATE OF (YOUR STATE) * (NUMBER) JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
VERSUS * (NAME OF COURT) 
(YOUR NAME) * (YOUR DOCKET NUMBER) 

* (COUNTY OF (YOUR COUNTY) 

* (NAME OF STATE) 
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What To Do If Your FBI 
Record Is Wrong 


Under ‘Rules and Regulations’, Part 16, Production or Disclo- 
sure of material or information, published in the Federal Register, 
#16.34, the following information is given to use if the copy of 
your record from the Federal Bureau of Investigation has the 
wrong information on it and you want to change it: 


If, after reviewing his/her identification record, the sub- 
ject thereof believes that it is incorrect in any respect and 
wishes to change, update or correct the alleged deficiency, 
he/she should make application directly to the agency which 
contributed the questioned information. The subject of a 
record may also direct his/her challenge as to the accuracy or 
completeness of any entry on his/her challenge as to the 
accuracy or completeness of any entry on his/her record to 
the Assistant Director of the FBI Identification Division, 
Washington, D.C., 20537-9700. 


The FBI will then forward the challenge to the agency which 
submitted the data requesting that agency to verify or correct the 
challenged entry. Upon receipt of an official communication di- 
rectly from the agency which contributed the original informa- 
tion, the FBI Identification Division will make any changes nec- 
essary in accordance with the information supplied by that 
agency. | 
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This information is important; for one thing, it tells you to look 
at your ‘rap sheet’ carefully and see if it’s right. Again, look at the 
part that says ‘Disposition’. See if the reporting agency sent all of 
the information, i.e., if you were found not guilty, is it there? Or, 
if the case was dismissed, is it there? Or, even worse, if the court 
you went to said the record of your arrest would be erased, is it 
there? 

If, after you have studied your record, you find something left 
out, or added, or wrong, and you know better, then it is time to 
start changing things. 

The ‘rap sheet’ gives you the name and place of the people that 
gave them the information. You need to contact them before you 
start trying to expunge the record. (of course, you can still do it 
afterwards). 

Call the agency that gave the FBI the wrong information. Ask 
them to pull your file. Give them the date and the charge and tell 
them what is wrong. Ask for a copy of their records concerning 
your case. 

Then, do as the FBI says, write to the Director, ask him/her to 
look into it. Explain exactly what is wrong about your record. 
They will contact the same people you called, but you stand a 
better chance of getting your record updated. 

Most important—after you have expunged the record, you will 
want to go back and make sure that everybody that was supposed 
to, has erased your record! If your criminal Record is still on file 
after the expungement, then something is very wrong! You have 
to double check. 
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Regarding Felony 
Pardons 


Just as you have the right to file your own motions and 
represent yourself in your expungement, you have the right to 
file for your own pardon—and you can do it by mail. 

Keep in mind that we are talking about the applications for 
Pardon-Post-Conviction Relief. After you have been released 
from prison or jail. 

Pardons, as are Expungements, are based on Rehabilitation. 
The more you can prove to the Court and/or Pardon Board that 
you have got it together, the better chance you have of getting 
what you want. 

Because it is sometimes necessary to file for an expungement 
and a Pardon at the same time, (and it’s best to, whether it’s 
necessary or not), you can use the same information you gathered 
for your expungement to apply for a Pardon. It is ultimately best 
to have both of these things in the works at the same time. 

Why? 

In most, if not all, States have put the Adult Parole/Probation 
Departments together. They are both sections of the State Depart- 
ment of Corrections. When you apply for a Pardon, your case is 
given to the Probation Department for investigation. Based on 
the outcome of that investigation, the pardon board either grants 
or refuses a pardon. The investigation is run the same way as if 
you were in the prison and you are trying to get out, except that 
in this case your employment record, any new criminal charges, 
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family life, community ties, freedom from drugs/alchohol, etc. 
will be checked. 

The good part of this lies in the fact that if you are granted the 
pardon first, you can use it to strengthen your motion for your 
expungement. If the Expungement is first, use it to get the par- 
don. a . 

Simultaneous submission of a Motion to Expunge and an 
Application for Pardon may seem overdoing it, but it’s not. They 
are separate entities in that one, the Motion to Expunge, is 
through the Court system, the other, the Pardon, is a request that 
goes through the State Department of Corrections, and from there 
to approval from the Governor. 

They also have separate meanings; a signed motion to Ex- 
punge, from the judge that did the original sentencing, means the 
court has ordered all law enforcement agencies to remove your 
arrest record from the public eye. However, in some states, the 
order to expunge does not necessarily give you back all of your 
rights of citizenship. 

A full pardon, on the other hand, does give you back all of your 
rights, but it does not erase the criminal record. It still exists for 
the public to view. 

With the expungement, you can argue that there is no criminal 
record to stop you from having all of your civil liberties, with the 
pardon, you can argue that even though you have a criminal 
record, you have been forgiven and now have all of your rights 
restored. 

With both, there is no room for argument. 

The investigation of the pardon board, through the Probation 
Department, will overlap the Investigation of the Court when it 
is looking at your Expungement motion. Or at least the investi- 
gations should overlap. 

Also, one may take longer than the other. Usually the Pardon 
takes longer, because they do a thorough investigation, and then 
you have to make a personal appearance before the Pardon 
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Board, or the Pardon by mail tied up in investigations of where 
you are now, and the results of the investigations take longer to 
put together. Then the recommendation of the board has to go to 
the Governor’s office for him/her to sign, which might take 
months. 

The bottom line is, if you can get both, a pardon with restora- 
tion of all your rights, and a motion for expungement, signed by 
the issuing judge ordering all law enforcement agencies to erase 
the criminal record, you have no problem. 


PROVEN METHODS TO OBTAIN A PARDON 

The following page is a sample blank form for an application 
for clemency. It is simple, straightforward, and to the point. 
Another word for Clemency is Pardon—in the sense that it asks 
for forgiveness of a crime. 

Generally speaking, the difference between clemency and par- 
don is that a request for clemency goes before a pardon board 
while you are still incarcerated and you are asking for a reduction 
in the sentence you were given. In pardon you are out of prison 
or jail and are asking for forgiveness of your crime and the return 
of all your rights. In either case, the request goes before a Par- 
don/Clemency Board, evidence is presented, proof of rehabilita- 
tion is necessary, and a personal appearance is suggested. 

Since we are talking about Pardon, we will leave clemency to 
those still doing time, but they use the same methods herein, they 
may find that it is advantageous in either situation. 

Every state in the US has a Department of Corrections (DOC). It 
is within this Department that the Pardon/Clemency Board oper- 
ates. The board itself is appointed by the state’s Governor, in that 
particular administration, and is an extension of the Prison System. 

It is not necessary to have been in prison to apply for a pardon. 
It is to this pardon board that you will present your case. 

It is very important that you know that any pardon request is 
treated as an adversary procedure, meaning it is given the same 
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APPLICATION FOR CLEMENCY 


APPLICANT'S NAME 

ALTAS 

CURRENT ADDRESS 
CURRENT EMPLOYER'S NAME & ADDRESS 
(If self employed, state company 


name & address) 


DATE OF BIRTH TYPE OF CLEMENCY REQUESTED 


REASONS CLEMENCY IS REQUESTED (if necessary, use additional sheets or back of form) 


CRIME 


COURT CASE OR INDICTMENT NUMBER 
COUNTY. SENTENCE DATE SENTENCED 


IF YOU WERE OR ARE CURRENTLY CONFINED IN (name prison), OR REFORMATORY, PLEASE 
COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING: 


DATE OF ADMISSION INSTITUTION & SERIAL NUMBER 
PAROLE DATE (if applicable) FINAL RELEASE DATE 
HAVE YOU HAD ANY OTHER CONVICTIONS OTHER THAN ABOVE? YES NO (check one) 


(If you answered "yes" list dates and offenses below) 


APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED 


APPLICATION PREPARED BY 
(other than applicant) 
ADDRESS 


-_ eee 
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treatment that a courtroom case would be given, except you are 
presenting your case to a pardon board instead of a judge. It is 
formal, and thorough—and it must be prepared in advance. 

It is also very important that you know that every time you are 
given a date for a pardon board hearing that all victims in your 
case are given simultaneous notice, and they can come to your 
hearing and give reasons to the board why you should not be 
given a pardon. For that reason you must be able to present the 
case for yourself to the board as strongly as possible. 

It is by choice when the victims of your crime appear in front 
of the pardon board—not mandatory. They may hire an attorney 
to represent their side of the case to the board; especially if there 
are a lot of hard feelings about the harm you have caused them. 
It is your job to convince the board that you are sorry and you 
have changed, but not by words only. 


PARDON BOARD APPEARANCE PREPARATION 

Only because I have received three pardons from two different 
states do I feel qualified to present the following information; 
particularly after being turned down on my Louisiana Pardon 
three times before I finally succeeded in getting two full pardons 
from two different Governors. 

It is vital that you collect information—a lot of information— 
on your activities since your arrest, particularly in proving your 
worthiness of receiving a full pardon and restoration of all your 
rights. 

The process of Pardon Board hearings is simple; first you look 
in the telephone book under State Government for the number 
of the Pardon/Parole board. Then call and ask them to send you 
an application for Pardon. After you receive it and fill it out, you 
send it back. You will receive notification that the board has 
received it and you'll be advised of a date for the hearing—in 
person, with witnesses. Keep in mind that the victims will receive 
the same notice and an opportunity to attend. | 
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This is where you need to get busy. It is imperative that you 
get all of your information in writing. Line up the people that are 
willing to go to the Board with you to support you. 

As soon as your application for Pardon is approved and set for 
a hearing an intense investigation on your background will be- 
gin. Not only will the victims be notified, but the DOC will check 
with all law enforcement agencies to see if you have been in any 
other trouble since the crime you want pardoned. 

Also, you will be interviewed by the local Pardon/Parole 
Office to answer questions concerning the investigation. 

The following areas are of utmost importance to the Board: 


1. If drugs or alcohol were involved in the crime, what 
have you done about it? AA? NA? Treatment Pro- 
grams? Halfway Houses? Drug Dependency Pro- 
grams? Have you remained clean and sober? For how 
long? 


2. Living conditions. Are you living in a drug free 
environment? Are you away from other people that 
have criminal records? Are you in a position to state 
that you are stable, secure, and straight? Do you no 
longer mingle with a crowd that commit illegal acts? If 
you are a family man/woman, is your everyday life 
one of little or no conflict, and are you getting along 
with your spouse? 


3. Employment: Are you gainfully employed? Will 
your boss vouch for you? Do you have pay stubs you 
can present to prove that you are working? Are your 
bills being paid? How long on the job? 


4, Have you picked up any other charges since the one 
you want pardoned? Including anything other than 
traffic violations? (Most assuredly be aware of DWI- 
OWI charges.) 
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5. Education: Have you undertaken any new educa- 
tional courses that will help you earn better wages in 
the future? If not, do you plan to? In what areas? 


6. Family: Is your family supportive of your efforts to 
clear your record? Are they willing to come to the 
Hearing with you? 


7. What is your attitude toward the crime you commit- 
ted? Are you truly sorry that you caused someone 
grief? Are you willing to do what it takes to set it 
straight. 


The following are helpful: 


1. Letters of Recommendation from your Employer. 


2. Letters of Recommendation from any teacher or 
scholar. 


3. Letters of Recommendation from your Pastor or 
Priest. 


4. Letters from any local politician that knows you and 
your efforts to rehabilitate. 


5. Letters from responsible community members that 
know and support you. 


6. Any awards, diplomas, certificates, or documents 
that show your efforts. 


It is very important that you get as many people to go to the 
pardon board hearing to support you as you can get. If possible, 
the same ones that wrote the letters of recommendation for you. 

When you have received your hearing date, collect your letters 
of recommendation, write a letter to the Pardon board asking 
them to be added to your file, and mail them. Advise them that 


29 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


you may bring personal friends and family to the hearing in your 
support. 

It is a slow process, but it has to be done; otherwise, you don’t 
stand much of a chance for a full pardon and restoration of all 
your rights. Above all, be prepared for any questions for the 
pardon board may.ask you at the hearing—it is not the time or 
place for surprises. 

If part of your sentence was to be placed on probation, you will 
need to have completed the sentence and time period, and a letter 
of termination from the state probation department. This Depart- 
ment will be included in your background investigation anyway, 
so they will know beforehand what you are trying to do. 

The same goes for Parole—except that if you were released 
from prison on parole you will have a good idea of what the 
procedures are; appearance before a parole board, presentation 
of family, friends and character references, and a chance to speak 
on your own. 


THE PARDON BOARD HEARING 

Because of the many hearings the board schedules, it is some- 
times a long time between when you send in your application for 
a pardon and the time the board can get to your case. Use the time 
wisely, get your act together! Keep straight, clean and sober, and 
out of trouble! Gather as much paper evidence of your rehabili- 
tation as you can get your hands on. Talk to your family and 
friends and let them know what you are trying to do. Be willing 
to do what it takes to get them to the board hearing even paying 
for their gas to and from the hearing. Offer it that way and they 
will know just how serious you are. 


Let’s figure out some things: 


A. You have written to the Pardon Board and requested 
an official Blank Application for Pardon Form. It has 
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come in the mail, you filled it out and mailed it back. 
The Pardon Board has agreed to hear your case and set 
a date. 


B. The date is far enough away to let you get your 
friends and family and employers together and get 
their help. 


C. You have all of your letters of recommendation, and 
have made yourself copies. You have sent copies to the 
Pardon Board for the hearing. ~ 


D. You have contacted those people that are going to 
be making a personal appearance for you and sent 
them a map of how to get to the hearing, and the time. 


E. You have sat down and carefully written out exactly 
what you want to say to the Pardon Board when you 
are called on at the hearing. The purpose for the writ- 
ing is because you may be nervous and forget some- 
thing important. Do not write a book, just enough to 
let the Board know that you are sincere, and have 
worked hard at changing your life. Remember, the 
board will have the results of the investigation on you 
in front of them when you are called. They will know 
everything you want to tell them ahead of time. 


F. On the day of the hearing, you should have your 
spouse or closest friend go to the hearing with you. 
Dress neatly, but not overly formal; under no circum- 
stances do you want to look better than those people 
on the hearing board! (no three-piece suits, flashy gold 
jewelry, etc.) On the other hand, don’t go looking like 
a street bum, either. A simple suit and tie should do it. 
Your female companion, if you have one, should also 
dress conservatively. 
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G. Enter the hearing room quietly, and seat your sup- 
porters as close to you as you can. 


H. The Board will usually consist of three to five per- 
sons. This is because they will have to vote on whether 
or not to grant you a pardon (like a small jury). It will 
take a majority to vote for you in order to get a pardon. 
The Chief Hearing officer will call your name. Stand 
up, unless told to do otherwise. You may immediately 
be asked to say anything you want so have your writ- 
ten statement in your hand. Remain standing while the 
board asks you questions. When they are through, 
advise the board that you have brought some people 
with you that would like to speak for you. Point them 
out to the Board. The Board will then ask them to speak. 


Keep some things in mind—the board is not a judicial commit- 
tee—it is a group of people assigned to that job by the current 
governor of the State. 

Generally, they have at least a college degree, and are knowl- 
edgeable about criminal justice, and rehabilitation. Most work 
somewhere within the field of law or rehab. 


I. Remember that the victim(s) will have a chance to 
say their piece during your hearing—let them—re- 
spect them. Remain quiet until they are finished. This 
is no time to get mad, no matter what they might say. 
They have as much right to be there as you do. It is 
absolutely essential that you keep a wide distance 
between yourself and the victims! (unless they ap- 
proach you, in which case you are to remain respectful 
and humble). This holds true before, during and after 
the hearing. Keep your distance! You might sometimes 
find that the victims can be your biggest support. Let 
it happen. 


32 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


J. At some point, the board will tell you that they will 
let you know of their decision—you will not know 
right then whether you have been granted a pardon or 
not. You will be notified in the mail. However, if the 
board asks you to stay until after all the other cases are 
finished, it’s a safe bet you will hear some good news. 


K. Leave the hearing quietly, avoiding the victim(s). 
There are others waiting to try to get a pardon. Wait 
until you are away from the building before you start 
discussing how you think things went. The best that 
you can do now is to go home and wait for a decision 
from the pardon board. 


THE DECISION 

The decision you get in the mail may not be what you expected. 
I remember when I went to my first Pardon Board hearing I was 
nervous and months later, when I received a letter form of deci- 
sion that said I had been denied, I was madder than hell. The 
reason they gave was because I am an alcoholic, and had only 
been sober for a little over a year, was ‘would like to see you sober 
longer.’ I thought it was an unfair decision. 

The decision letter went on to say that I had to wait a year from 
the date of this decision before I could apply to the board for 
another hearing. 

I waited. I stayed sober. I went to school. I worked. I did 
everything in my power to stay inside the law. I even filed a 
motion to expunge the record but was turned down. I took a test 
for the Department of Corrections and became a corrections 
officer (they had not bothered to check my criminal history). 

At the end of a year, I once again applied for a Full Pardon with 
restoration of all Citizenship rights. Another Board hearing was 
setup. I went once again to my family, employer, friends, politi- 
cians, etc. for help. I sent the documents in. I went to the hearing. 
I explained that I intended to keep coming back until they granted 
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the Pardon. They smiled and said that it was good that I was 
persistent. 

The decision came back that time, four months later, that I was 
denied again, this time on a basis ‘more time in sobriety needed,’ 
even though by now I had over two years without alcohol or 
drugs. I cursed and waited. 

A new governor was elected. At the end of the year wait, I 
applied once again for the full pardon, with restoration of all 
citizenship rights. A new pardon board had been put into the new 
administration. 

A new date for a hearing was set. I used my old letters of 
recommendation, since I knew that they were still on file, and I 
did not want to embarrass myself or friends by asking them for 
new ones. I went to the Pardon Board this time with just my wife 
and one close friend. The Board said to wait until after the last 
hearing—they wanted to talk to me again. I waited. 

They told me that they had voted unanimously to grant me a 
full pardon. I thanked them and left. 

A few weeks later, I received an official letter in the mail from 
the Department of Public Safety and Corrections that they had 
voted on my hearing, and every member had voted in my favor 
to restore all of my rights; and that now it had to go to the 
governor’s Office. The final decision was up to him, he would 
sign it and send it to me. 

Four months went by and I heard nothing. I called the Gover- 
nor’s Office to see what had happened. I was told that my Pardon 
was on his desk waiting to be signed, along with seven hundred 
others. . 

Hight months went by. Nothing. I called back: same results. A 
year went by. Nothing. I called; it was still on the desk. 

Finally, after I had quit working for the Department of Correc- 
tions as a guard and had gone back to college, I received the 
Governor’s Pardon in the mail. It restored all my rights, except 
the right to bear arms. 
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That was the right I wanted back the most. I wanted to go back 
to work as a Corrections Officer, but if I wasn’t allowed to carry 
weapons, I couldn’t. I felt like I was still back at step one. 

Within months the state administration changed—a new Gov- 
ernor, a new set of State Senators, new Representatives. Imet with 
a new State Senator and told him of my problem. He said he 
wanted to see the paperwork. I brought all the recommendations, 
decisions, all the stuff I had kept copies of to his office. The new 
Governor was the old one that had been re-elected after skipping 
a term in office. The new Senator took my case to him, personally. 
When the new Governor saw that the Pardon Board had voted 
unanimously to restore all my rights, including my right to bear 
arms, he made arrangements to set it right. 

Thad to file a motion for RESUBMISSION OF PARDON BOARD 
RECOMMENDATION. 

After four months, I finally had a Full Pardon, with the right 
to bear arms, signed by the new Governor—I had not given 


up. 


TIPS 

There are some things everybody needs to know when they 
are applying for a pardon. You can hire an attorney to help you 
anytime. He can help you gather information, coordinate your 
efforts, speak for you at the hearing, tell you what to say, handle 
legal details such as Criminal Records, contact the victims, charge 
a lot of money, get things confused, but an attorney is usually 
political and has contacts that might be useful if all else fails. I 
didn’t have the money, and I don’t trust them. I did it myself, and 
I’m glad I did. 

As I went about getting the material together for the Pardon 
Board Hearing, I learned about myself, my weaknesses, my 
strengths, my past and a glimpse of my future. I saw my failures 
and my successes. The more I learned about law and the system, 
the more I understood that our society can take a small wrong 
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and turn it into a monster that is not to be forgiven under any 
circumstance. 

And that is the kind of attitude you are up against when you 
apply for a pardon. No one is obligated to listen to your side of 
the story. When you get your chance, make it count. 

It can get frustrating, infuriating, aggravating, even hostile. 
The main point is, if you are right, do not give up, do what | did, 
tell the Pardon Board to look for you every year until they grant 
the Full Pardon. The least they can do is appreciate your persist- 
ence. 

There have been cases, at least in Louisiana, where Pardon 
Board Chairmen have sold, for cash, pardons under the table. 
Even if you have the chance, don’t get what you want that way. 
It is illegal, both for you and the Chairman. And the Pardon won’t 
be worth the paper it’s written on. If you deserve an honest 
pardon, it will come. 

Also, keep in mind that a pardon does not erase your criminal 
record, that’s a whole other thing. The Pardon excuses you for 
what you did, but the record is still there. To erase it, it has to be 
legally expunged. 

For the convenience of the reader, in the back of this manual, 
behind the Glossary, are copies of the author’s Pardons, Ex- 
pungements, Relief from Disability, Recommendations for Par- 
don, 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals, Louisiana decisions, Motion 
for restoration of Civil Rights, newspaper articles that I have 
written in regard to refusal to grant a Pardon, and other various 
papers that will prove beneficial to the user of this manual, 
provided they are used in the manner they were used here. 

It is important to keep in mind that a pardon is asking for 
forgiveness for the crime, and is not a Court Procedure, although 
it is very close to one. 

Also, bear in mind that pardons are for Felonies only! Do not 
waste the Court’s time trying to get a pardon for a misdemeanor 
crime! I say Court’s time not because a pardon is a Judicial 
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Procedure, but because the act of restoring your rights by the 
Pardon Board carries the weight of a judge doing the same thing. 

Remember the definition of a Felony; any crime where the 
sentence can be imprisonment for over a year at Hard Labor. 
Anything less than that is considered a misdemeanor. 

Also, bear in mind that, even though you may be granted a 
Full Pardon the criminal Record of your arrest still exists on file 
with law enforcement agencies. 

The only way to get the Record off the books is to get it 
EXPUNGED! | 
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There are a lot of reasons for a person to do their own work on 
this kind of criminal record not the least of which is the allowance 
of your own discretion in making the record known to the court 
to which you are applying. If you hire an attorney, he has no 
choice about it but to know all about your record. People, in 
particular, media-types, follow the lawyers. 

And, of course, there is the expense. If you cannot afford an 
attorney, then either you do it yourself or it doesn’t get done. 

Last, but not least, you alone know what really happened. 


EXPUNGEMENT 

Unfortunately, the term Expungement is not commonly found 
in many state law statute rules of criminal law and procedure. 
Why, I don’t know, all the laws that can be broken are in there, 
but not the rules on how to erase the criminal record. And, 
although it is a judicial procedure, not many attorneys and judges 
are familiar with it. I don’t know why that is, either. 

Expungements are brought about by a very formal procedure: 
The first thing that has to happen is for the person that wants the 
criminal record erased to file a Motion to Expunge in the court 
where he/she was sentenced. At the beginning of the case, that 
is the only court that has legal jurisdiction in the matter. More 
importantly, the motion to expunge has to go to the same judge 
that sentenced you, unless he/she is no longer on the bench. 
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Two things must be done at the same time or rather, one must 
immediately follow the other, and the method works in either 
felony or misdemeanor cases. 

The very first step is gaining an Expungement is to go to or 
mail a letter of CONCURRENCE to the District Attorney’s Office, 
(or City Prosecutor in the case of a misdemeanor), explaining 
what you are trying to do. 

With the letter, write a form letter, such as the one found in the 
back of this manual for the Prosecutor to date and sign. Entitle 
the letter Concurrence. You must have the agreement of the DA 
or City Prosecutor to get your record expunged. 

When you have in your hands the signed letter from the DA, 
you’re ready for the next step. 

It does not matter which DA Assistant signs the Concurrence, 
all of them are legal. Usually it is best to try to get the one that 
handled your case to sign it. This means that you are doing all 
right, and the judge will be more easily persuaded into sign- 
ing. 

However, if that person is no longer on the DA’s staff, any 
Assistant DA can sign the Concurrence, as long as they know 
what they are signing. 

In my own experience, I had applied for an Expungement at 
the same time I had applied for a Pardon. I didn’t know what a 
letter of Concurrence was, so I tried without it. I was sent by the 
judge’s office to get one. 

The person that had prosecuted my case refused to sign, and I 
received no Expungement. Not long after that, I saw that same 
person on my television set in a role that was contrary to what 
they were doing as a prosecutor, so I called the court to see if they 
still worked there. 

They didn’t so I immediately wrote up another Motion for 
Expungement and went to find out who took their place. The new 
Assistant DA had no problems with signing my letter of Concur- 
rence. It was a matter of timing. | 
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As soon as the Concurrence was signed, I wrote up a Motion 
to Expunge, then took it back to the Court and Filed it. 

Simplified, Concurrence is a statement from a Prosecutor that 
says he/she is not against your clearing your record, and will not 
go into court on the day your motion to Soper comes up and 

tell the judge not to give it to you. 

With the Concurrence, you are ready to write your Motion to 
Expunge. In order to write the Motion, you will need to quote the 
exact Criminal Code of Procedure that allows you to file that 
Motion. Sometimes it’s not easy to find. For some reason that 
particular Statute is kept obscured from the rest of the laws. 

When I first found out that there was such a thing as Expunge- 
ment, I went to several attorneys to find out how to go about 
clearing my record. Most of the ones I talked to had no idea what 
I was talking about, but would take my money while they looked 
it up for me. Others said that they wouldn’t handle the case, 
Expungements make them look bad in Court, they said it was 
enough to defend criminals in front of a judge they see everyday, 
but to go into court and take a conviction away from the criminal 
court and the District Attorney was more than they wanted to do. 
District Attorneys’ reputations and political careers are built on 
the number of convictions they get in court; to start subtracting 
from those numbers, by way of Criminal Record Expungement, 
is more than most attorneys care to tackle. 

That kind of left me out there hanging around without know- 
ing who to go to or what to do. Even after I had the statement of 
Concurrence at home waiting to be attached to my Motion. 

Finally, the obvious came to mind, if I wanted to file a Motion 
in the local District Court, then the Court should know what I 
was talking about. I went humbly to my local State District Court, 
Criminal Records Division, (where I knew my Criminal Record 
was on file), and asked one of the Clerks if they knew anything 
about Expungements. Of course, they knew what it was. I asked 
them if I could see one. They pulled an old one out, gave it to me, 
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and bingo, there was the Statute I needed, the format I needed to 
copy, and the exact wording I needed to use in my motion to 
Expunge. (see papers in back). 

I took the Motion home with me, sat down at my typewriter, 
copied it exactly, exchanging my name, case number, docket 
number, date of arrest, charge, and sentence, for the ones that 
appeared on the Motion I had been given. My next move was to 
take the Motion and the Concurrence to the state District Court 
and file it. | 

When I took the paperwork back to the same clerk that had 
given me the motion to Expunge, she said that there was a filing 
fee. It cost more money than I had, so I asked her if there was 
anything I could do about it. She said I could file it for free if I 
was granted pauperis status. 

I didn’t know what pauperis status was, so I asked her for a 
copy of one of those. I was told that she didn’t have one, but she 
had a blank form that I could fill out and attach it to the Motion 
for the judge to sign. 

I took the form and the Motion to Expunge back home and 
looked at the form. It was kind of a financial statement that told 
the court I didn’t have enough money to file papers, and it had 
to be Notarized. I was broke, so I had no problem with that part. 
Then I remembered that every attorney is a Notary, so I took it to 
one of the more friendly ones. It cost me $10.00 to get my pauperis 
paper Notarized. 

Finally, I went back to the District Court with the Concurrence, 
the Motion to Expunge, and the papers to file it for free. The Clerk 
filed the papers. Believe me, and it should be etched in stone 
somewhere, you cannot be kept out of a court of law simply 
because you have no money. It is part of your Equal Rights, Due 
Process Constitutional Right, whether you have a Criminal Re- 
cord or not. You have as much right to file your own Motion as 
any attorney has to file his/hers. The same holds true for Civil 
Actions, but that is a different story. | 
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After the Motion had been filed, I waited, finally a deputy 
sheriff showed up at my door with a summons for me to appear 
in court for the motion. 

Because of the concurrence from the DA’s office, there was no 
one to contest the Expungement. The judge signed it, ordered all 
law enforcement agencies to erase and destroy my record, and 
gave me a copy. 

As soon as I got the Motion To Expunge home, I made copies 
of it and sent it to the State Pardon Board, asking them to consider 
the signed Motion as part of my rehabilitation, and to please 
Pardon this Criminal Record that was no longer on file. [was now 
playing both ends against the middle—the middle being that the 
expungement I had was illegal—because it was granted under a 
law that said I was a First Offender and I wasn’t. I had a criminal 
record that was still on the books in Ohio, and I had gone to the 
penitentiary over that one. 

Nonetheless, I had a signed legal document that said my 
Criminal Record was to be erased, and it was signed by a District 
Court Judge, and that is legal. 

After several months, I went back to the District Court to see 
if my record was still on the books. It wasn’t. Then I went to the 
City Court records to see if it was there. It wasn’t. Then I contacted 
the State Police and the FBI in Washington. The record was still 
intact in both places, they had not erased it. 

For me to know for sure that my Criminal Record no longer 
existed, I had to get those two agencies to erase it. 

I knew that both agencies had been sent copies of the Order to 
Destroy my record by the District Clerk of Court. They had 
ignored it. 

I wanted to know why. I found that the State Police wanted to 
retain a copy ‘just in case’, and that the FBI cannot be ordered to 
do anything by a state court. It is a federal agency. 

I didn’t know exactly what to do, the agencies had been 
ordered to erase the Criminal Record, but they didn’t do it. And 
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the State Police and FBI were the main ones I was concerned 
about, since I wanted to go back to work for the Department of 
Corrections when I graduated with a degree in Criminal Justice. 

I took a shot in the dark; I filed another Amended Expunge- 
ment, but the original signing judge had retired. I didn’t know 
who had taken his place. But I filed it anyway. 

The new judge agreed to hear my new Motion to Expunge and 
set a hearing date. On that date I showed up in court, by myself, 
with a copy of the signed order to expunge and destroy the 
criminal record the previous judge had given me. 

With the judge in court that day was an assistant district 
attorney that didn’t believe in Expungements. He told the judge 
he was against any kind of Pardon, Parole, Expungement, or 
anything else that might be helpful to a criminal. I told the judge 
that it was about time someone started believing in rehabilitation. 
If the court meant to send people to jail to get rehabilitated, they 
should recognize it when it happens. 

I was getting tired of a system that outnumbered, out-mon- 
eyed, and outweighed me. I had done my homework. The judge 
told me that since the District Attorney’s Office was against 
granting me the new Order to Expunge, there was nothing he 
could do. But, he said, I could appeal his decision to the Circuit 
Court. I told him that, no, I couldn’t. By law his decision stood. 
He wanted to argue with me about it, then the Assistant District 
Attorney said that he had never seen anything happen ina court 
that couldn’t be appealed. I told him to look in his Revised 
Statutes. He followed me out into the hallway of the Courtroom 
still saying that I could appeal. 

More to prove they were wrong than anything else, I wrote up 
an Appeal of the District Court’s decision and mailed it to the 3rd 
Circuit. 

It wasn’t ten days before I had my answer, that type of decision 
is not appealable. I took copies of the answer to the judge and the 
DA. 
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Back at home, I was thinking about what my next move should 
be, I didn’t want a half-expunged record. 

The next morning, I called the Louisiana State Supreme Court. 
Iasked them to send me a copy of the Rules that govern that Court. 

While I was waiting on that information, I wrote up a Notice 
of Appeal to go to the 3rd Circuit and the District Court. 

Then I heard about a Writ of Certiorari. Any case that cannot be 
appealed can be brought before any Supreme Court for Review 
by use of that Writ, and the lower court decision can be changed, 
remain the same, or remanded back to the original court for 
further action. 

I gathered up the first Motion to expunge, (that was granted), the 
second Amended Motion to expunge, (that was denied), the 
decision from the 3rd Circuit, (that said I couldn’t appeal), wrote 
up a Motion for review by Writ of Certiorari, and sent the whole 
mess to the Louisiana State Supreme Court. 

When I received a letter from the Supreme Court saying that 
they had assigned it a docket number and it was accepted, [knew 
that [had good grounds for review. 

Within three weeks I had my Supreme Court decision. They 
had seen that the original granted Expungement was illegal, 
because of the other (Ohio) criminal record. They had looked at 
the Plea Bargaining in the Louisiana case, (I had copped a plea to 
a lesser sentence), and was sent to a half-way house for alcohol- 
ism. My main concern was to not get the judge that had given me 
a break and signed the first expungement into any trouble. He 
had retired, but he still had his dignity; and I wanted him to keep 
it. 

The Supreme Court split their decision: they ordered the lower 
court to expunge the arrest records of the plea bargained case that 
were dropped, keep the records of the arrest that had been 
prosecuted, and remanded the whole thing back to the Court of 
Original Jurisdiction, (the court where the new judge and dissent- 
ing Assistant DA were). 
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Eventually, (within weeks), I was back in State District Court, 
in front of the same judge that had said I could appeal, and he 
was wrong, with the same Assistant DA that had said I could 
appeal, and he was wrong, and I had a copy of the supreme court 
decision with me. 

Some people thought it was a gutsy move. I just thought I was 
doing what I knew was right. 

The judge looked at me and asked if I hadn’t been in front of 
him before? I said yes, as a matter of fact I had. He looked at the 
issue at hand, which was his copy from the Supreme Court 
ordering him to erase the parts of my Criminal Record described. 

I was standing, the Assistant DA was standing, and the judge 
did not ask him if he had any objections to the Expungement this 
time. He looked at me and said that he had to grant what the State 
Supreme Court ordered him to do. He asked me if I had anything 
to say, on the record. 

I told him yes, I did. I explained all the trouble I had gone 
through to get my record cleared and that if the Criminal Justice 
System in this country kept sending men and women to jails and 
prisons to be rehabilitated, then they should recognize it when it 
happens. Otherwise, they were just keeping walking time-bombs 
incarcerated without any hope of a better life when they got out 
and straightened their lives up. The sound of rehabilitation on 
paper is fine, for all the media and the prisoners. But if it is not 
shown to be worth it, then the court and the prisoners are wasting 
their time and money, and there is no hope at all. 

The judge said he agreed. He ordered the FBI and the Louisiana 
State Police to once again Expunge my Criminal Record, via the 
Louisiana State Supreme Court. The Assistant DA looked dis- 
gusted and walked out. 

I meant what I said; if a person is willing to right their wrongs, 
to work hard to be a decent human being, then society should 
recognize it, in a court of law. It seems to me that the Criminal 
Justice System is defeating its own purpose by sending felons to 
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prison or jail to learn how to get along in society then never let 
them join society to see if they have learned. Second chances don’t 
come easy. 

So, what I ended up with, on the whole, in Louisiana, was a 
Pardon without the right to bear arms, a Pardon with the right to 
bear arms, an expungement that the FBI had refused to erase the 
criminal record. An Expungement that the Louisiana State Su- 
preme Court Ordered the Louisiana State Police and the FBI to 
erase the Criminal Record, on one felony record where I didn’t 
do but seven months in jail before I was ordered to go to a halfway 
house for alcohol treatment. 

It is important that you remember this: there is some contro- 
versy as to whether or not an expungement gives you back all of 
your Rights. It has been said that just because your record has 
been erased from the public records, it is still retained in the 
Central Repository of the State for future use in case you screw 
up again. It can only be used against you if you commit another 
felony crime, usually in the Habitual Criminal sentencing. The 
question remains, if the record is erased, why would you not have 
all of your rights? 

One other piece of information that may be helpful to you. If 
you were placed on probation, and your period of probation was 
completed in good time without you getting into any more 
trouble, then you are automatically given your rights back when 
it is Administratively Terminated and filed. Still, you need the 
Pardon, and the Expungement. 

Louisiana is under Napoleonic law, somewhat different than 
other States. Politics govern almost every legal action. To see what 
happens in a State that is not under this French Law, see what 
happens in Ohio. 


OHIO - 73 - CR1052 


Please keep in mind that I was after the whole enchilada—the 
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right to bear arms anywhere in the United States, Criminal record 
erasure, the right to go back to work at any penitentiary as a 
guard, the right to vote, own property, leave town when and if I 
wanted to, marry who I wanted to, work if and when I wanted 
to; everything every person in the United States could legally do. 
I wanted every right that was available to anyone who had been 
a victim of a system that didn’t care one way or another. Probably 
it was my anger that kept me going most of the time. 

The Ohio case was actually ten years older than the Louisiana 
case, and it should have been easier to take care of for that reason. 
With the Louisiana case expunged, I considered it to legally not 
exist. And with that in mind, I sent a Motion to Expunge the Ohio 
Criminal Record under the First Offense Statute. A law that says 
your record can be erased if you have only the one case on your 
record and have not been in any trouble since you were arrested. 

Because I was trying to get all my criminal Records taken care 
of before I graduated from college, I applied for a Pardon in Ohio, 
by mail, at the same time I mailed the Motion to expunge. 

As can be verified by looking at the documents in the back of 
this manual, I was denied both, the Pardon, (unanimously), and 
the Expungement, (by virtue of having a prior record). Of course, 
I appealed the expungement, the felony record in Louisiana no 
longer existed, and the only thing left on my record was the Ohio 
felony conviction; everything else was misdemeanor charges. 
Ohio chose not to look at it that way. The State Court of Appeals 
said that I had prior convictions, therefore, no Expungement. 

That also meant that 1 couldn’t go back to work asa Corrections 
Officer. I still had an outstanding felony arrest record. 

With no pardon and no expungement, I had to seek another 
way to take care of the Ohio record. I searched the Ohio Criminal 
Law Handbook of State Statutes, and came upona law in the Post 
Conviction Relief section that said I could apply for my Right to 
Bear Arms under a separate law. It had to be done through the 
same judge that had sentenced me, the same as if I had applied 
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again for an Expungement. It said that I had to have a Concur- 
rence from the District Attorney’s Office, and an investigation 
into my background. 

The Motion was filed by mail, called Motion for Relief from 
Disability, and presented to the state district Court Judge. A copy 
was sent to the DA’s office for agreement that it should be 
granted. 

Remember that every motion filed is sent to the Clerk of Court 
first, then it is distributed to the right people for the decisions. In 
the Ohio case, I paid for the filings: it was faster that way without 
going through the Forma Pauperim phase. 

Also, remember that this motion was only to get my right to 
own a weapon back. When I mailed the Motion for Relief from 
Disability, I treated it the same as a Pardon Application or a 
Motion to expunge. I sent the Louisiana Pardon, with the Right 
to own weapons, the Expungement, the unanimous Pardon 
Board decision in my favor, everything I could get my hands on 
that said I was rehabilitated. 

I waited a few weeks then called the Ohio Clerk of Court’s 
office in Dayton where all this happened. I was told that a 
decision was being made and I would be sent a copy. When the 
decision reached me, I had been granted the Relief from Disabil- 
ity, and now had the Right to Bear Arms. Together with the 
Pardon and Expungement in Louisiana, that meant that I could 
carry, buy, sell, use and operate weapons legally anywhere in the 
United States. It meant that I could go back to work for the 
Louisiana Department of Safety and Corrections. But I wanted 
ALL of my Civil rights restored. 

As soon as I had my Right to Bear Arms back, I sent copies to 
the Ohio Pardon Board ina new application. I asked the question. 
“If can carry a weapon anywhere in the United States, including 
Ohio, why can’t I get a Full Pardon with the restoration of all 
rights?” That Pardon application is still pending, but it doesn’t 
make any difference whether it’s granted or not. 
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During the application for another pardon, I came across an- 
other Ohio law that was a Motion for Restoration of Rights. 

I wrote up what I thought was the proper wording of the 
Motion and mailed it to the Clerk of Court in Dayton for filing. 

A few weeks later, I received a letter from the same judge that 
had signed my Relief from Disability. He stated that since my 
Probation had been .administratively terminated, (ended offi- 
cially), prior to the Louisiana record, all of my Civil Rights had 
been restored at that time. And now I had the weapons rights. 

I had been put on probation for the Ohio crime. It was my first 
offense, I drank so much so often that I ended up sleeping under 
a lot of bridges and in a lot of city jails. Every time I was arrested 
for public drunkenness, my probation officer would lock me up 
for thirty days or so. 

He grew tired of that and revocated my probation and put me 
in the Ohio Penitentiary—for being a drunk. 

My number at the Chillicothe Correctional Institute was 141- 
525; 

I was sent to London Prison Farm to slop hogs for seventy days 
before I got out on ‘shock’ probation. 

A ‘jailhouse lawyer’ I am not. I have my Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Criminal Justice, some time at a law school in Sacra- 
mento, California, some time at a university Master’s Program in 
Criminal Justice, am a qualified Paralegal, and have been around 
the block more than once. 

I have handled all of my own legal matters for two very good 
reasons: I’ve been broke most of the time, and I don’t trust 
lawyers. 

Don’t get the idea that I wasn’t busy while I was doing all of 
this. I was a full time university student and working odd jobs all 
the time. I’ve managed, by the help of God and a loving wife, to 
put together over seven years of sobriety. It’s been a battle royal. 

So, as soon as I knew that I was going to pass my finals and 
graduate in December, 1992, I once again applied for the job as a 


49 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


Corrections Officer at the penitentiary. I scored 97 out of 100 on 
the State Civil Service Test. 

I was sent Inquiries of Availability to go to different prisons in 
Louisiana to do interviews. I was always asked why did I want 
the low paying job of a corrections cadet if I had a college degree? 
My answer was simple—I wanted to work in the areas where the 
help was needed the most— the front lines of prisoners that knew 
no hope, and I could be an example of something other than life 
in prison. 

Thad a lot of interviews in a lot of prisons. I was told that I was 
hired and would be contacted as to when to go to the Corrections 
Academy at Angola, Louisiana. I never heard from anyone about 
a job after the first interview. I knew that there was no reason I 
couldn’t be hired. I had no criminal record. I had sent the Depart- 
ment of Corrections copies of the Full Pardon, the Expungement, 
and the Ohio Motion. 

I had the experience, education, maturity, knowledge, the wis- 
dom of two academies, and line work already behind me. 

In about a month after I had not shown up for the last interview 
I was scheduled for, I was sent a letter that said I had failed to 
show up and that my name would be taken off the list of eligible 
people for the position if I didn’t call the Civil Service Board. I 
called them and told them I was tired of going to interviews and 
being told that I would be hired, then I’d never heard anything 
after that. 

After that I got a letter from the Secretary of the Department 
of Public Safety and Corrections that said here is a copy of the 
policy that we use to hire ex-offenders. He signed the letter, the 
policy was enclosed. 

A part of the policy read, No one will be hired that has a criminal 
record to a position that requires him/her to carry firearms in the course 
of their duty. 

The Inquiries of Availability for the interviews that I received 
and went to had a copy of a statement in it. If you have been 
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convicted of a Felony, you will have to have peen Pardoned for the 
Offense, and have the right to bear arms. 

On my applications for employment I put NO where it asked 
if I had a Criminal record. 

The suit I filed in Federal District Court, against the State 
Department of Corrections for $250,000.00 is for the 14th amend- 
ment right to due process, Invasion of Privacy, and damages. One 
statement by the ruling magistrate in the case, (cv93-0135, West- 
ern District) says, “it appears plaintiff (me) may prevail on his claim 
that the Department mis-classified him and should not use that Policy 
in reviewing his application” . 


The rest of this manual is made of the actual court documents 
that have been used in my quest for the restoration of rights and 
the Expungement of my Criminal record. It is strongly suggested 
that should anyone feel that any of the information is libelous or 
slanderous, they should remember that all of this information has 
been Public Information, and further, before taking any action, 
they may want to study a little on two separate court cases: New 
York Times Co. v. Sullivan (1964) 376 US 254, 11 L Ed 2d 686, 845 
Ct 710, 1 Media L R 1527, 95 ALR2d 1412, and GARRISON v. 
Louisiana (1964) 379 US 64, 13 L Ed 2Dd 125, 85 S Ct 209, 

1 Media L R 1548. Both cases deal with the entity of Libel 
actions that Public Officials wanted to bring against writers. 
(Source: Constitutional Law Deskbook. Individual Rights, The 
Lawyer’s Co-Operative Publishing Company). 

Frankly, I don’t care who knows that I used to have a criminal 
record—it’s well known already. I have had my toes stepped on 
and stepped on a few myself. If this manual serves its purpose, 
which is to teach, train, urge, motivate, encourage, even demand 
that each of us stand up for ourselves, rehabilitate ourselves to 
the point there is no question that we deserve another chance in 
life, then, I have done my job. 

It takes work, motivation, but most of all it takes persistence 
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to get where you want to go. For some, it will be an easy task. For 
others, such as myself, it’s a long road, but the end result is worth 
it when you go to sleep at night feeling better about yourself. 
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This section will deal with actual documents I used, and how 
they were used. Since lam not an attorney, I cannot give you legal 
advice, but I am allowed to tell what I did. If you do the same 
thing, then I have no control over that. What you do is your 
business. 

Keep something in mind; the Law is an exact science—sloppy 
work is no excuse, even for the beginner. Maybe you’ve heard it 
before, “ignorance of the Law is no excuse”. 

The papers will be numbered, and explained what they were 
used for and when. An exact procedure was used, a time table 
was enforced, and the legal papers had to be worded exactly the 
way they are here. 


GETTING STARTED—THE CONCURRENCE 

This document is needed for felonies only. The first official 
paperwork you will need to do is called a “concurrence”. Con- 
currence, in its broadest sense of the word, means “agreement”. 
Such as in, “I want to do....”, and everybody else says Okay. 

What you're looking for is a statement from a District Attorney 
or City Prosecutor that was against you in the Court will not 
object to your erasing your record. It needs to be in writing. 

To do that, you must notify him/her of your intention to try to 
get your record cleared, and give them an opportunity to answer. 


It will look like this: 
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REQUEST FOR CONCURRENCE 
TO: (name your prosecutor) (name of Court) 


NOW COMES (your name), Defendant in an action in 
your court, who was charged with (name charges), on 
(date), under Docket Number (put Docket number from 
Court Minutes), and was sentenced to (put the exact 
sentence), and avers that said sentence was success- 
fully full-filled under the prescribed conditions. and, 
Defendant, (your name), now requests that the Prose- 
cutor in the above cite, issue, in writing, a concurrence 
for this Motion for Expungment, under Revised Stat- 
ute (write down the exact Law you found in the book 
at the library. Do not write the Law, just Statute number 
as in R.S. 14:30, which would mean Revised Statute 14, 
law No. 30.) 
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DOCUMENT 1 

This sheet, taken from the open-to-the-public index files, is an 
example of what to look for if you go to a courthouse and look 
for your own criminal record. The names are listed alphabetically, 
the date they were filed, the charge, and most importantly, the 
file number, which is your docket number. 

You must have this docket number before you can do anything 
with your case. 

This is only a reference page—note that the sentence or dispo- 
sition of the cases are not shown. — 

To get the full information about your case, write down the 
docket number, give it to the Clerk of the Court, and tell him/her 
you want to look at the file. You will not be allowed to remove 
the file from the Clerk’s office, but you can get a copy of your case 
made from the file when it is brought to you. 

It’s important that you know that wherever you got this docu- 
ment from, that is where you will want to file your Expungement 
Motion. 


55 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


8P96S0 AYIGGOY 37dWIS 
18ZbS0 A43HL OF1dW3L1Y 
peEED MVS 31avi Vv JO 143HL 
LELZY AY3QG0Y JIdNIS G3LdW3L1Y 
L886b0 VNYNPIYVH 4O NOISS3SSOd 
bZL8b0 (00S$ JO SS39X3) 143HL 
76690 (00S NVHiL SS37 001 Y3N0) 143H1 
pSsrz NOIS dOLS ¥ SNINNNY 
givez [ 3SN3917 SU3AIYO ON 
NUN IU 8 
pB8LLbO BNIVDOD F1NGIYISIO OL INJINI HLIM SSOd 
eessso (001$ Y3ONN) 143H1 
OLbzy AUBLLVG OFLVAVYDOY 
SBESE 111@ GuvOs ONI1V39 
ISbEE J11a Guvoa v ONILV3E 
SLLSSO (SINNOD Z) AYVTONG 31dWIS 
SPOLE YNYNPIYYH JO NOISS3SSOd 
p9ELb0 ALIN3OS@0 
(S1NNOD +) 
oeseso S3TIN3ANP/M YOIAVH3G LN3D30NI 
(S1NNO9 
B6E6H0 | Z) S3TIN3ANP HLIM YOIAVHIG 1N39J0NI 
86600 S3TIN3JANP ONIATOANI AHdVYDONAOd 
pO6ZE S¥D3H SS3ITHLYOM ONINSSI 
pSE09 (00S$ NVH1 SS37 1M 001$ Y3NO) 143HL 
LLEESO (001$ Y3A0) 1L43HL 
Lies 30vad 40 HOVaUa 
YadA Nn 
qa aDUVHD 


HO ‘Snquinjod ‘swejysdsg top Aq epeW 


ses 39Vd 


dIT1IHd Hd3SOr 
dIT1IHd Hd3SOr 
dIVIIHd Hd3ISOP 
dI1V1IHd Hd3SOr 
dI.IHd Hd3sor 
N Hd3sSor 
Hd 3SOfr 
Q S3aWvr 
AQVUYD 
NN319 S¥19N00 
3JT1ZHOVY JSINIO 
9 NOLT8V9 
ete cane 
S3aWvr 
aaah ee 
NOYAG JONIYMV I 
rere. 
NAVHS 
S3nvf G1VNOU 


H3BHIO = av 


$3003 dv 


p 443904 AHdUNW 

“P AONVY AHdUnW 

Pp AONWY AHdUNW 

ph AONVY AHdUNW 

du AHdUNW 

vv 173N AHdUnW 
3113HOIW AHdUNW 

f VaVHOIW AHdUnW 

HJANVN NIAID aWVNaNS 
INVONddaG 


AVUUYNW 


AVYUnW 


AVUYNW 


AVUYNW 


AVBUNW 


AVUSNW 


AVUSNW 


AVUYUNW 


AVSSNW 
AVUYNW 


AVBUNW 


AVUUNW 


HVYUNW 


AHd&unw 
AHdynw 


3 400 S80 910 


V1 ‘HSIYVd SALLAAVAV1T - SSDYVHD TVNIWIHYS OL XAGNI LNVONSS30 


56 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


DOCUMENT 2 and 3 

This is the actual court “minutes” that was filed after I pled 
guilty to the charge(s). Notice the different docket numbers, but 
the date is the same. Notice the sentence is to run concurrent, 
which means at the same time. Also notice the name of the 
Assistant District Attorney—you will need the name of the Judge, 
the Assistant D.A., and the date and docket number from here to 
file for your Expungement. 

Also, note that it’s a State case, a felony, and a plea bargain. 
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DOCUMENT 4 

This is a copy of a sentence that was ordered by the court in 
the same case, but I was never told about it—I stayed in jail 
because I was never aware of it. It didn’t matter the way things 
turned out, but it still might have made a difference. 

Notice the different judge—same docket number. 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
Sis cis PARISH OF LAFAYETTE 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 
WILLIAM RINEHART DOCKET NUMBER 48797 


ORDER 


THIS MATTER came before the Court on motion for Reduction of Bond, 
on the 2nd day of August, 1983. Present for Defendant, William Rinehart, 
was Robert Godwin, making an appearance for John C. Geiger, attorney for 
defendant. Assistant District Attorney Donald Landry was present on behalf 
of the State of Louisiana. A 

CONSIDERING the stipulations and agreements of the State of Louisiana 
and the Defendant, Willian Rinehart, 

IT IS ORDERED that the Defendant, Willien Rinehart, be transferred to 
a State Facility for evaluation and treatment for alcoholic abuse and related 
medical problems, at the first available Opportunity, for said transfer. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the defendant be Tetained in the Custody of 


the State of Louisiana at the facility where he is to receive treatment. 


LAFAYETTE, Louisiana, this the Dich day of Lhe. , 1983. 


DISTRICT JUDGE 


Submitted: 
GEIGER AND GODWIN A 


yy Z 7: © es 


£ Robert E/ Godwin 


No Objection: 


Nathan Stansbury 
District Attorney 


By: (rene . ee 2 


nO 
Assistant District Attorney 
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HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


DOCUMENT 5 and 6 

This is the Indictment against me in the Ohio case. Note the 
date, 1973 and the date on the Louisiana case, 1983. The charges 
are exactly the same. Note the “intent to steal property of value”, 
a couple of bottles of booze. 
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Oh oR 


TO: BERNARD L. KEITER, Sheriff 
Montgomery County, Ohio 


You are commanded by the court to notify 


TARRBY...JOK..GILBERT.......... ae a ee WILLIAM ARTHUR ..RINEHART.......WM=28......... 
AMA N TELS Ts ES lino eee a Re cape TUE Vag 0 git eee ee 
THAT......they...... have... been indicted by the Grand Jury of Montgomery County and that each person 
named in the indictment is hereby ordered to personally appear at.8:.30... A.M. on the.17th.......day of 
September. , 19...73 before the Honorable........... DQUGLAS...K....FERGUSON Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas in Courtroom No.....9.........- in the Courts Building at 41 North Perry Street, 


Dayton, Ohio: and that FAILURE TO APPEAR WILL RESULT IN A WARRANT FOR ARREST, 
FORFEITURE OF BOND, IF ANY, OR ADDITIONAL CRIMINAL CHARGES FOR FAILURE 
TO APPEAR UNDER R.C. 2937.99. 


I certify that this is a true copy of the original indictment on file in this office. 


JESSE YODER, CLERK 
Court of Common Pleas 


Bo , 


Be Dod a Cece (A eee A ea , Deputy 


RETURN 


On the date stated next to the name of the defendant(s) below, I served a duly certified copy of the within 
Indictment and Order for appearance by eZ he same to said defendant(s). 


on eer re la 9/3 


dbs 1fo/o 


Naser ty Nace erste crete reerrerecee 2 , Deputy 
5 
ta 
(s) 
} Ss) io peony ee es oe H z 
a> fo fi i i iz ie | oo ® 
: Pai ee Be —_ 
a E mali 3H 
i a 9 ee ee ee ee ae sii ¢« 
Ee Seo i of dt tl UE iB el eel 
Ae Sasi: tf i ft te ie 
mil ® > poo 1: | ae ee ' 82 La 
gize <2 eae |} ltl; Se cS gees 
v i mi ee ce fe oe 
[23 pee es ee ee i ° || $2 | ic 
= oe iss. / 26 
Bm Pi nF Ses) ot Br gli 2o| 
F i oe | eee tl oe sis Gm '® 
EI SAN H H H i H ty = |S 5S 
le le! a a ae ot a. 
“IE 9! | Sw | i 8 
| a | | | a ee yO 
E | le 3 | 
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HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


(Inhabited Dwelling) 
Form 104 — Jon. 1969 ATT °T TO BREAK AND ENTER 
NIGHT SEASON 
(2907.10) 


THE STATE OF OHIO, MONTGOMERY COUNTY 7) ef o-. 8 


73-CR-1052 THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS Se 


May -Term inthe year Nineteen Hundred and Seventy-Treé Ste 22, 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, ss. 

THE GRAND JURORS of the County of Montgomery, in the name, and by authority of the State 
of Ohio, on their oaths do present and find that the defendant(s) LARRY JOE GILBERT 


and WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART 


on or about the.....13th.......day of... AUZUSE 2. eeeeeeee in the year one thousand nine hundred and 
.. LeMenty-Taree........ in the County of Montgomery, aforecaid, and the State of Ohio, did, in the night 


season of said day, maliciously and forcibly attempt to break and enter into a certain building, to-wit: a.21.. 


ob jal gic tally el Yal for" SEAL glo en ee ny OPO a 
Be ed eee Eee pee pee a thes prope nty no tame cliches Naess Uri eee 
located "at 0 Wile NaA rome arl Uy Relay wt nario pane ae oe ee . 
Tri tale CoeterrelOp LEN PoP IDLING) 0 ae pO a ec er se sy S.C Jae 
Montgomery County, Ohio, with intent to... steal oraperty. Qh WAL Geccccccsccecssseecsesecscesseerenes 
“cr noc coco GCC C SECS ECE cn Caan Sec eS RSs oc conigen cans coCHER enna oan RRO SHOES OOCES ; contrary to the 


form of the statute in such case made and provided and against the peace a ignity of the State of Ohio. 


ee ( : 
Prosecuting Attorney Or 
Montgomery County, Ohio 


=< ep) 
— if 
eG oc 7 49 
ee Ga Se Benie e = F. 
eG Covet Cory. ° © Sm 
Tyee cee a F 23°55 ac 
WheaeS5 My R77 ang teal ans a = oa ase 
= 2 ~ “3 
day faa Be a a * ae 
— oo = 7 
i 2 = = 
= wo ot 
=3¥% 5 CLE: 2 be 
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HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


DOCUMENT 7 
This is the copy of the State of Ohio’s order to place me on 
Probation for five years. 
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JESSE YODER 
CLERK OF COURTS 


Rov | 9 22 AH'73 Placed_on Probation 
MONTGOMERY | 
IN THE COMMON OPEBg MOURT OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, OHTO 


COMHGN PLEAS 
CRIMINAL DIV SID 


STATE OF OHIO 8 CASE NO, 73-CR-1052 
Plaintiff 
vs. 2 TERMINATION ENTRY 


WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART 
Defendant 


————— 


Or this 29th day of October, 1973 the 
defendan herein appeared in open Court, wit obasieil, Hae keldineimcaline 


the Court having received a written report of @ pre-sentence invecti- 
gation svbuitted by the Department of Probation Gat igloils) Coens 


WHEREUPON, the Court inquired of defendant if he had 
anythirs to say why judgment should not be pronounced against him 
ara having nothing further to say than he hath Already said, it 
is there*‘ore ORDERED AND ADJUDGED by the Court that imposition 
of sentence be suspended and the defendant be placed on xrobation 
for a ve viod not to exceed five ye2rs under the control 
ard suservision of the Department of Probation of this Court, 
sudjecs to the General Rules of this Court for Probationers, and 
upor such additional specific orders as have been or shall oe imposed 
by this Court or the Department of Probation @= this Comme, siren 
dant is Surther ordered to pay the costs of Prosecution taxed at 
p ° 


Defendant is »laced on probation under the provisions 
of Section 2051.02 of the Chio Revised Code. 


APPROVED: 


LE? C. FALKE 


“res2cucing Attorrey 


BAY ae < 
Thomas G. Petkewi 
Acsistart ne 

cc: Deferse Counsel 


clan 
ec: Adult Probation Dovartment of Montgomery County ieee 
Coun 


oF aN hig 
By 


i Woy Certy this to be a true 
and comic: copy. z : 

Witiess my goov! 2c $261 thts Lig 
dey §___ Supa 19h 1. 
Kurt Portman, 333 W. First St. . _ 


‘5S Attorney 
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HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


DOCUMENT 8 

This is a copy of the court taking away the probation, and 
putting me in prison. Note the time span: November 19, 1973— 
placed on Probation. March 10, 1975—ordered to prison. Fifteen 
months of living on the streets and staying drunk. 
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iis Probation Revocation 

al ese a 

cot. tIN THE COMMON PLEAS COURT OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, OHIO 
ic mas fe. 


STATE OF OHIO ; CASE NO. 73-CR-1052 
Plaintiff 
Vs. TERMINATION ENTRY 


WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART 


Defendant 


This cause came on to be heard this 12th day of March, 1975 
to be heard, the defendant being in open Court charged with 
violating the conditions of his probation, and the Court having 
inquired into the conduct of said defendant found that he did 
violate the conditions of his probation and therefore hereby 
terminates the same. The defendant was thereupon inquired of by 
the Court of he had anything to say why judgment should not be 
pronounced against him and showing no cause why judgment should 
not be pronounced, 


It is therefore ORDERED AND ADJUDGED BY THE COURT that the 
defendant, WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART, be imprisoned at the Chillicothe 
Correctional Institution for a period not less than six months nor 
more than fifteen years, and pay the costs of prosecution taxed at 


$ : 


Defendant is to receive credit for days 
spent in confinement. 


Defendant is sentenced under Section 2911.12 
of the Ohio Revised Code. 


APPROVED: 


4 oF ve b 
DGE OUGLAS K. FERGUSON 


LEE C. FALKE 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 


us a 
AMES T. BURROUGHS 
ssistant Prosecuting orney 


t 


By 


i neecy certiy this to be a true 
cc: Defense Counsel, KURT PORTMANN, 493oretcitirst st. 

Witness my hand 2nd seal this 94 
day of ; 


Pros. Form #29 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


DOCUMENT 9 

This is a copy of my report from the F.B.I., the one I had 
requested and how I found out the EB.I had failed to erase my 
record. But I found out all the charges against me, everywhere it 
counted. 

There are two pages to this report—an extensive criminal 
record. The reason I mention this is because if I can overcome this 
kind of record, you can also. 
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ir ¥.! TIVERMMERT PRTTING OFFICE: 1979—278-848 


MASTER 
1-4 (Rev. 7-19-77) 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 
MASTER 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 


Use af the following FBI record, NUMBER 767 116 F 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY ond shavld ONLY BE USED FOR PURPOSE REQUESTED. When further explanation of orrest charge or 


disposition is needed, communicote directly with the agency thot contributed the fingerprints. 


PD 
Columbus @€#8 


Nashville TH 


Corr Inst 


Chillicothe OH 


William Arthur’ 
Rinehart 
102899 


William Arthur 
Rinehart 

42561 

SID A 556 204 


William 
Arthur 
Rinhart 
58014 


William Arthur 
Rinehart 
A 141 525 


William Arthur 
Rinehart 
8001150281/ 
1026260-M 


Bill Arthur 
Rinehart 
8762 


6-12-70" 


2-13-75 


8-16-80 |S 


10-20-89 3344 


, is REGULATED BY LAW. It is furnished FOR 


conv trust 


flight to 
avoid 
prosecution 
parole viol 
state OH 4902 


B&E night 
season 


agg Aslt on PO 


imple Battery 
35 


S 


5 yrs prob 


1-15 yrs 
5-12-75 
Trans to LPF 
susp gent 
6-24-75 sect 
2947 .061 r,c 
Montgomery 
Co OH 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


MASTER MASTER MASTER 
1-4 (Rev. 7-19-77) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION VGaee=69 3274 


2 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 


Use of the following FBI record, NUMBER 767 116 F , is REGULATED BY LAW. itis furnished FOR 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY and should ONLY BE USED FOR PURPOSE REQUESTED. When further explanation of arrest charge 
or disposition is needed, communicate directly with the agency that contributed the fingerprints. 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 4 ARRESTED OR 


PD William Arthur Simple Burglary 
Lafayette LA Rinehart Carring a 
14323 concealed weapon 
SID 935—740 Sim, burglary 


of auto(2 cts) 


Dept Of Corr Williasg 
Lafayette LA Rinehart 
LFY #48797 
SID 0935740 


12/8/83- 
three yeras 
Parish Jail 
credit for 
time served 
(Clemency 
Investiga-— 
tion) 


simple battery 


8-15-86 


SO William A. OWI Ist 
Lafayette LA Rinehart 
96338 
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HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


DOCUMENT 10 
Again, copies of the FB.I. report. Proof that they will go back 
to your file and REVISE it. 
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Use of the following FB) record, NUMBER 


or disposition is needed, communicate directly with the agency that contributed the fingerprints. 
amt [seems [et [ne 


6-12-70 


PD 
Columbus OH 


PD 
Dayton O8 


PD 
Nashville TN 


Corr Inst 
Chillicothe OH8 


PD 
Tucson AZ 


PD 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 


William Arthur 
Rinehart 
102899 


William Arthur 
Rinehart 

42561 

SID A 556 204 


William Arthur 
Rinhart 
58014 


William Arthur 
Rinehart 
A 141 525 


William Arthur 
Rinehart 
8001150281/ 
1026260-M 


Bill Arthur 


Natchitoches LA/|Rinehart 


8762 


767 116 F 


8-13-73 


2-13-75 


4-1-75 


1-15-80 


8-16-80 
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i =i 
5/7 SO wes se7 kah 


, is REGULATED BY LAW. It is furnished FOR 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY and should ONLY BE USED FOR PURPOSE REQUESTED. When further explanation of arrest charge 


conv trust 


flight to avoid 
prosecution —- 
parole viol 
state OH 4902 


B & E at night 


agg Aslt on PO 


Simple Battery 
RS14:35 


OISPOSITION 


6/19/70 
dismissed 


Convicted of 
B & E at 
night 5 yrs 
probation 


TOT Ohio 
authorities 


1-15 yrs; 
5-12-75 
Trans to LPF 
susp sent 
6-24-75 

sect 2947. 
O61 rc 
Montgomery 
Co OB 


Reduced to 
Misdemeanor 
(Class 1 
Assault), 
warrant 
issued on 
2-14-80, 
quashed on 
4-15-81 as 
case was 
deemed to 
old to 
prosecute 


Withdrawn, 
Court Costs 
Paid 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 
1-4 (Rey. 7-19-77) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 


2 


Use of the following FBI record, NUMBER 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
rncumenare | NAME AND Human | 
PD 


Lafayette LA 


Dept Of Corr 
Lafayette LA 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 


By (Se Ne SSS yea 3) 


767 116 F 


William Arthur 
Rinehart 

14323 

SID 935—~740 


Willian 
Rinehart 
LFY #48797 
SID 0935740 


SO 
Lafayette LA 


William A. 
Rinehart 
96338 


, is REGULATED BY LAW. It is furnished FOR 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY and should ONLY BE USED FOR PURPOSE REQUESTED. When further explanation of arrest charge 
or disposition is needed, communicate ——_ with the agency that contributed the fingerprints. 


Samoan | 


Simple Burglary 
Carring a 
concealed weapo 
Sim, burglary 
of auto(2 cts) 


Simple battery 


OWI lst 


12/8/83- 
three yeras 
Parish Jail 
credit for 
time served 
(Clemency 
Investiga- 
tion) 


bree 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


DOCUMENT 11, 12 and 13 

These are documents received from the U.S. Department of 
Justice, FB.1., telling me what they had done so far in erasing my 
criminal record from their files. Note they had advised me to 
contact all those places they haven't heard from. I did, and the 
records were all cleared, even the Misdemeanors. 
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HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


1-454 (Rev. 2-14-84) 


U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


5 Washington, D.C. 20537 
To: Police Department Date: November 21, 1990 
120 West Gay Street ‘ 
Columbus, OH 43215 Criminal History Record Section 
Department of Public Safety 
Ohio State Bureau of Criminal Box 6638 
Identification and Investigation Phoenix, AZ 85005-6638 
Box 365 


London, OH 43140-9628 


Police Department 
Box 1071 
Tucson, AZ 85702-1071 


Enclosed herewith is a copy of a communication questioning arrest data previously submitted 
by your agency, together with a copy of the subject’s identification record, as it currently appears in our 
files. You are requested to verify or correct the challenged entry/entries submitted by your agency 
after conducting whatever administrative, judicial or other proceedings you find necessary or 
appropriate in order to resolve all matters in dispute. It is requested that you respond by executing the 
reverse side of this form. For your convenience in replying, a self-addressed, franked envelope which 
requires no postage 's enclosed. 


if there is another charge(s) submitted by your agency on Subject’s identification record 
which lacks a disposition(s), please submit the disposition(s) with your reply. 


Sinc€rply yours, 
K a 
NOY ror : 


Assistant Director 
Identification Division 


Enc. (3) 


Copy nO William A. Rinehart - Enclosures (2) 
Apartment 204 
300 Spruce Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70506 


There has been no court decision requiring the FBI Identification Division to maintain only 
arrest records with convictions. Any request for the revision or removal of arrest data in our 
identification file, including the recording of dispositional data, must be received from the law 
enforcement agency which originally submitted the information or from some other criminal justice agency 
of competent jurisdiction. Therefore, in an effort to clarify the arrest entries mentioned in your letter, 
we are corresponding with the above-named agencies. You will be advised of the results of our contacts. 
Your enclosures are returned. 


76 


To: 


From: 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


FBi Date: 1-10-91 
identification Division 


Attention: Recording Section 
Washington, D. C. 20537 


Tucson Police Department 
Records Section 

P. O.Box i071 

Tucson, Arizona 85702 


After appropriate review of this matter, it has been determined: 
The information previously submitted is correct and compiete. 


The information previously submitted should be revised, amended or compieted as set 
forth below: 


The charge was reduced to a misdemenaor (Class 1 Assault), a 


warrant was issued on 2-14-80 and quashed on 4-15-81 as the case 
was deemed to old to prosecute. 


? 


Signature and Titl 
Susan Fitzgerald Co 
Records Superintendent, Tucson Police Department 


fAubmitting Official 


TP 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


v, 7-20-81) 9 
1-455 (Rev. 7 j - U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D.C. 20537 


: : : ‘ ATE: 
TO? wr. William A. Rinehart o May 10, 1991 
Apartment 204 YOUR INOUIRY 
300 Spruce Drive oo os October 14, 1990 


Lafayette, LA 70506 


A current copy of your FBI identification record 
is also enclosed. Additionally, as of this date, we have 
not received a reply from the Department of Public Safety, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in response to our inquiry of 
November 21, 1990. You may be assured that you will be 
advised upon receipt of such information. 


Enclosed is a copy of the response(s) received from 
the submitting agency(ies) regarding arrest data maintained in 
our Identification Division files which you have questioned as 
to accuracy or completeness. This Bureau has taken appropriate 
action in regard to these responses. Any further inquiry or 
correspondence concerning this matter should be directed to the 
submitting agency(ies). 


Sincerely yours, 


CG gem q 
As®Sistant Director 
Identification Division 


Enc. (3) 


1 ~- Bureau of Criminal Identification ~- Enclosures (4) 
Louisiana State Police 
Department of Public Safety 
Post Office Box 66614 
Baton Rouge, LA 70896 
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HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


DOCUMENT 14 

This is a copy of my State Police record. Note that most of the 
charges listed are for drunkenness. 

Also, this agency refused to erase the record, stating that they 
didn’t have to, they were separate from the rest of the State in this 
capacity. That is until I took them to the Louisiana State Supreme 
Court. 

On page one there is a Parole violation—I was never on Parole! 
Check your files carefully! 
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02/03/88 


LOUTSIANA 
*sCONFIDENTIAL 


O93S780 PAGE 1 


STATE 
RECORCS* 


POLICE 


sFOR USE BY AUTHORIZED CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCIES ONLY # 


CRIMINAL RECORD OF RINEHART 


STATE ID 80935780 
FBI s767116F 


BIRTW DATE-07=20-85 PLACE-0n : 
RACE-4 HGT=67CO" HAIR-BRO FPH-21 L 10 R 000 19 | 
SEX “mM W6T-1808 EVES-8LU bt 5uU 000-3) 2 
enn 
SQ Bs 
SOATE=12/22/6% NAME -RINEHART WILLIAM 
*LID -23991307 AGENCY-PST STKADE, FT GRGE AD 
*CRARGE STATUS COUNTS OISP 
INQUIRY 1 
oe a 
*OATE=09/07/66 NAME -RINEHART WILLIAM A 
*LID 742561 AGENCY-PD DAYTON, OHIO 
*CHARGE STATUS COUNTS DISP 
Im’ FUG (TRAFFIC 1 TOT ROSS CO OH SHER 
WARR FROM SO ROSS 0 DEPT 
coy Q 
ag be 
*DATE-06/12/70 NAME -RINEHART WILLIAM A 
*LI0 -102899  AGENCY-PD COLUMBUS, OHIO 
*CHARGE STATUS COUNTS DISP 
CONW TRUST 1 
ee = 
*DATE=08/13/73 NAME -RINEHART WILLIAM A 
*LID -42561 AGENCY-POD DAYTON, OH 
SCH ARGE STATUS COUNTS OISP 
BEE ! S YEARS 
ILLEGAL CARRYING OF WEAPONS 1 PROB 
Be 
*0ATE-02/13/75 NAME cRINHART WILLIAM A 
*tID -58014 AGENCY-PD NASHVILLE, IN 
*CM ARGE STATUS COUNTS DISP 
FLIGHT TO AVOID 1 
PROSECUTION ) 
PAROLE VIOL STATE 1 
OW 9902 o 
OO = 
*DATE=09/01/75 NAME -RINEHART WILLIAM A 
*LID =191525  AGENCY=COR INST CHILLICOTHE OW 
*CHARGE STATUS COUNTS DISP 
Bt E NIGHT SEASON 1 1-15 YRS, S=12-75 


SSM 8262- -70-4616 


alin 
LAs STATE OR ir 


wILLIAR 
#8910615 fe 


TRANS TO LPF, SUSP 
SENT 6-28=75 SECT 
29472061 RoC 
MONTGOMERY CO, On 
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02/03/88 0935780 PAGE 2 
es 
*DATE-11/21/76 NAME SRINEHART WILLIAM A 
*LI0 -20600 AGENCY-PD MORGAN CITY LA 
*CMARGE STATUS COUNTS DISP 
DISTURBING THE PEACE 1 
Be 
*DATE=11/09/77 NAME -RINEMART WILLIAM A 
*LIO -28078 AGENCY-SO HOUMA LA 
CM ARGE STATUS COUNTS OISP 
OISTURBING THE PEACE ; 1 
BY INTOXICATION 6 
ee = . 
*DATE=11/26/77 NAME cRHINEHART WILLIAM A 
*tID -63760 AGENCY-PD BATON RCUGE La 
®CHARGE STATUS COUNTS oIsP :. 
ORUAK 1 AFF 59809 12212777 


30 DAYS «SuSP) 30 
DAYS In CUSTODY OR 


SAL ARHY 
ot 
*0ATE=O1/24/78 NAME RINEHART BILL A 
*LID -63760  AGENCY-PO BATON RCUGE La 
#CHARGE STATUS COUNTS DISP - 
THEFT 1 AFF 60217 1725278 
1 DAY CFTS — 
ORUAK I AFF 60216 1725278 
1 DAY CFTS 
ee 
*0ATE=01/26/78 NAME cRINEHART WILLIAM A 
*LIO -63760 = AGENCY=PD BATON RCUGE LA 
*CHARGE STATUS COUNTS DISP 
DRUNK 1 AFF 860326 2-12-78 
60 DAYS CFTS SUSP 
BAL UNSUPY 1 YR 
Ou 
*OATE=10/12/78 NAME -RINEHART WILLIAM A 
*LID -14323 AGEMCY-PO LAFAYETIE LA 
*CHARGE STATUS COUNTS DISP 
DRUNK 1 
ee 
*DATE=11/01/78 NAME RINEHART WILLIAM A 
*LID -3095 AGENCY=PD BERWICK LA 
*CH ARGE STATUS = COUNTS DISP 
OISTURBING THE PEACE 1 
CINTOX? ) 
oe 
*0ATE-12/28/78 WAME -RINEHART WILLIAM A 
*LID “68367 © AGENCY=PD BATON RCUGE LA 
SCHARGE STATUS COUNTS DISP 
ORU MK 1 1=5=79 DISM BY CITY 


PROSECUTOR 
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DOCUMENT 15 
From here and starting with Louisiana, I began trying to do 
something about the information shown on the preceding pages. 


I began with a simple telephone call to the Louisiana Pardon 
Board and asked them to mail me an application for a Pardon. 

This is the actual Pardon application. Notice the docket num- 
bers and the charges. Also notice where it says “Petitioner has 
served...”, that it says the record was Expunged. 

Important to note! At the top page, where it says “Daily 
Advertiser”, that means that I had placed an ad in the newspaper 
for three days in the Personal Column stating my name and that 
I was applying for a Pardon. The Pardon Board rules stipulate 
that you must run that ad and be able to prove it. 

This gives any victims of the crime a chance to make plans to 
go to the hearing and say what they want. It also gives those that 
you want to ask for a reference a chance to know what you are 
trying to do. 
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HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 
PARDON BOARD APPLICATION . : 
Aouly (OY one 


ON NUMBER OCIAL SECURITY NO RACE QURT DOCKET 
} NUMBER 
SIRTHDATE 720-4 (F)| ja) 49797 
| | Fine | b) FUSS 
The petition of (Ll, Wieyee F cae of the Parish of 


, State of Louisisna, age » with respect represent. 


DATc - DRIVER 


FU SINSIE IO 


ole 


Tne petitioner was convicted for the offense of c.) ; L isbn ois os 
! oe, ay 34a ie 
and was sentenced on a) 12-883 b)2e-43 to serve bl & Bee 
(DATE (LENGTHAQF SENTENCE ) 


Trial was conducted in tne duaieclal Oiseriés. 


TSOTSI OOP TAS Sarva! 


5 


-)- 


Petitioner ‘nes been: (never was) On parole or probation since 


= 


“etitioner is requeszing clemency because 


~ 


= )- 


“ne petitioner nas advertised three (3) times in the 


(NAME(S) OF NEWSPAPER(S) 


Or nis intenzion to apply to this Honorabie Board for clemency. Ari 


as 
_ 
[ee 
peu) 
< 
—_. 
ct 
-— 
n 
(2) 
ah 
ct 
Sr 
om 


aublication(s) showing proper publication(s) is (are) attached. 
ce 
wherefore, petitioner prays that the Honorable Board of Pardons grant unto (him) (her) 
eee ree PN Re 
' U 


| (SIGNATURE ) (PRISON ADDRESS) | * (HOME ADDRESS) 


hk. BOL2D OF PARDONS * TF INCARCERATED, PLEASE INDICATE NAME AND CURRENT MAILING 
504 Mayflower St, ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF A RELATIVE (i.e, spouse, 
Saton Rouge, La. 70892 Derent, family member) 
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DOCUMENT 16 

This is another Application for Pardon, except that in Ohio it 
is called Clemency. (Clemency in most States is when you're 
already in prison and you're asking for a reduction on your 
sentence.) . 

A copy of the application was mailed to the Ohio Governor 
and to the State of Ohio Attorney General. 

Do not lie on any of these applications! 
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APPLICATION FOR CLEMENCY 


WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART 
ACTUIG SSS a lee SS Sa eee ee 
Rae 70506 
CURRENT ADpDREss___300 Spruce Dr., # 204 Lafayette, LA. 
WEISER SECURITY, INC. BATON ROUGE, LA. 


CURRENT EMPLOYER'S NAME & ES ee 


(If self employed, state company name & address) 


7/207 45 : 
DATE OF BIRTH..__________. CU TYPE OF CLEMENCY REQUESTED Full Pardon 


REASONS CLEMENCY IS REQUESTED (if necessary, use additional sheets or back of form) 
Have been Granted MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM DISABILITY, (Right to 


Ave 
own, possess, buy, carry firearms) by State of Ohio, re: Honorable Judge 
—_—_Richard S. Dodge, Montgomery County, Ohio, with consent of Steven J, _ 


Ring, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Montgomery County, Ohio. 


a emrerreemeemnee eee 


B. Granted FULL PARDON, with restoration of all Rights, including 
the Right to own, possess, and carry firearms. 


eee 


C. Expungment of Louisiana record. 
ee ee ee ee ee Te, 


D. No Felony Criminal record in existence except this 19 year old case. 


Att. BSE 73 CRYN052 & CCW (OVER) 


ee ee ee eee 
COURT CASE OR INDICTMENT NUMBER__/3_ CR 1052 (ten years older than LA. case) 


Mont gomery 1-15 years, probation Oe breeze. 973 
Pe SE NIN Ge eee SENIFENGE [eee a” Cees 


IF YOU WERE OR ARE CURRENTLY CONFINED IN AN OHIO PRISON OR REFORMATORY, PLEASE COMPLETE THE 
FOLLOWING: 

1974 LOCI 141525 
DATE OF ADMISSION.____________§=s=ssss—CINSTITUTION & SERIAL NUMBER 


1974 (Shock) 


PAROLE DATE (if applicable) FINAL RELEASE DATE 


YES 


HAVE YOU HAD ANY CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS OTHER THAN THE ABOVE? NO (check one) 


(If you answered ‘‘yes’’, list dates and offenses below) 


1983 Lafayette, La. ATT B&E (Full Pardon-Expungment) 


various drunk charges (sober now for 4 years) 


(suggest new investigation of Criminal Record) 


maereeaNl’S SIGNATURE TE SIGNED 


APPLICATION PREPARED Se ee a 


(other than applicant) 


ADDRESS 
ee eee eee eee ee 


CUCKOESU LES 
Beeesccs Cer COU Shree APA-5120:1-1-15 (1-79) cS 
ITY Gxw eta 85 
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DOCUMENT 17 

This is the notice of appearance in front of the Board. Notice 
that it has the date, time and the place you are expected to appear. 
When you receive this notice, make a copy, sign it and mail it back. 
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BUDDY ROEMER 


Governor 


LAWRENCE J. HAND, SR. 


Chairman 


BOARD MEMBERS 


FAYE U. BROWN 
JOHNNY JACKSON, SR. 
ORIS C. WILLIAMS 
SYDALESE JACKSON 


$04-342-$421 


504 Mayflower St. 
Baton Rouge, La. 
70802 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


State of Louisiana 


BOARD OF PARDONS 


Baton Rouge 


ioyyL INS, alshers 


Mr. William A. Rinehart 
930 Guilbeau #39 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506 


Dear Mr. Rinehart: 


The hearing on your application for clemency has been scheduled 
for the following date and time: 


DATE: Tuesday, May 17, 1988 
DIME et 00ers. 


PLACE: 504 Mayflower St. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 


Please sign and date the attached copy of this notice and return it 
to this office no later than a week before the above date. Failure 
to return this signed copy may cause your case to be removed from 
the hearing docket and placed in an inactive file. 


It is the policy of the Pardon Board not to allow individuals who 
are incarcerated to attend clemency hearings. These individuals 
may have others appear before the Board on their behalf. Those no 
longer incarcerated are expected to appear to testify in their own 
behalf. If this is not possible, be sure to notify the Board, 
informing this office of the reason you cannot attend. 


Please be advised that witnesses coming to the hearing are asked to 
leave small children at home. 


This will acknowledge receipt of the notice of my clemency hearing. 


SIGNED: 
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DOCUMENT 18 

The results from the third Pardon Board appearance. I was 
asked at this appearance what I would do if I didn’t get the full 
pardon this time either. I told the Board that I would see them 
next year, and the year after that, and so on until I got the pardon. 
I was asked to stay around after this last appearance—there 
might be some good news for me. 

I stayed until the last hearing was over, then was told that the 
Board had voted unanimously to grant me a pardon with resto- 
ration of all of my rights. 


88 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS 
BOARD OF PARDONS 
504 Mayflower Street 
Baton Rouge, La. 70802 
Phone (504) 342-5421 


BUDDY ROEMER, GOVERNOR BRUCE LYNN, SECRETARY 


June 26, 1990 


Mr. William Rinehart 
300 Spruce Dr. 
Lafayette, La. 70506 


File # 16797 


Dear Mr. Rinehart: 


We are forwarding to Governor Roemer a recommendation from the 
Board of Pardons that you be granted a pardon and restoration of 
all civil and citizenship rights, including the right to own, 
possess, receive, ship or transport firearms. 


If the Governor approves this recommendation his office will 
notify you directly. 


Sincerely, 


BOARD OF PARDONS 


YGC:vkm 
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DOCUMENT 19 

After leaving that hearing, I went home thinking that I had 
finally won—I would have my right to carry a weapon back and 
could go back to work for the Department of Corrections with a 
new Degree in Criminal Justice. 

This is the Pardon I received from Governor Buddy Roemer. 
Note that it took a year and five months to make it off the 
Governor’s desk and I still did not have the Right I wanted. He 
had excluded the right to bear arms. 
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State of Louisiana 


OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 


Baton Rouge 


aunpy ROEMER POST OFFICE BOX 94004 
OVERNOR (504) 342-7015 
70804-9004 FAX NO. (504) 342-0909 


April 18, 199] 


Mr. William Rinehart 
300 Spruce Street 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506 


Dear Mr. Rinehart: 


After carefully reviewing and considering the recommendation of the 
Pardon Board and all matters presented in your case, I have decided to grant 
you a pardon. 


Enclosed please find the official copy of your pardon signed on November 


18, 1991. 
Sincerely, 
Badly 
Buddy Roemer 
Governor 

BR: by 

Enclosure 


91 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


Loui sia 


Executive i 
ISS 


Go WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


Whereas, Bla sasion of the Honorable the Fifteenth Judicfai District Court in and 
for the Parish of Lafayette, 


hold on lhe 18th day of December, 1983 


WILLIAM RINEHART was luircdand 


convicted of he crime off simple burglary and false swearing 
and for said offense wars sentenced by His Hones, the Judge of said court, lo three (3) years in 


the Parish Jail and six months in the Parish Jail. 


Aad, Whereas, upon a necommaendation of Ke Senorable Board of Pardons, S have Aoughl profes fo grant 


a pardon and restoration of all civil and citizenship rights to Willian 


Rinehart, excluding the right to own, possess, receive, ship and 


transport firearms. 


New, Tharafora, J, BUDDY ROEMER 2 Gowennor ofthe Stale of Louisiana, by virtue of the 


[posse xs eesled in ma by the Constitution, do hereby granta pardon and restoration of all 
civil and citizenship rights to William Rinehart, excluding the righe to 


own, possess, receive, ship and transport firearms. 


and do hereby direct you lo act accordingly, 
and fou so as p his shall be yous sufficient warrant and authonly. 


Giran under my signatureand the Graal Seal of he Sate of Loutsiana, 
atthe Cily of Baton Rouge, his 18th 


day of November LD, 19 91 
By The Be _ 
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DOCUMENT 20, 21 and 22 

After receiving the Pardon, I was in the District Courthouse 
one day about a month later. There had been another Governor’s 
election and a new State Senator was taking office. He happened 
to be walking down the hall toward me and since we had seen 
each other before, (he was also a lawyer), we stopped and talked. 
I told him briefly the problem I was having with the Pardon and 
he told me to come by his office. I did, with a copy of the Pardon 
and the Pardon Board recommendation. The recommendation 
was to restore all of my rights, the Governor, (Roemer) had 
excluded the right to bear arms. He saw that and said he was 
going to the new Governor’s office, Edwin Edwards, and would 
present the case to him personally. 

The Senator’s name was Max Jordan and he is the first politi- 
cian that I have met who truly believes in people. I have nothing 
for this man but praise. 

Two days later, 1 received a telephone call from the man that 
used to be Governor Edwards chief legal counsel. He said that he 
had something he needed to get to me right away. I asked him 
what it was and he said that he had received a call from the 
Governor’s office and now knew of my problem. There was, he 
said, a little known way to solve it and he would fax the informa- 
tion to me. I was to copy it and take it to the Governor’s office. 

The following pages reveal that there is a way to get things 
done. 
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Board File Number 16797 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS 
BOARD OF PARDONS 


IN RE: WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART 


MOTION TO RESUBMIT RECOMMENDATION OF 
THE BOARD OF PARDONS 


Now before thia Honorable Board comes WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART who 


respectfully represente and moves the Board as follows: 


1. 
On June 19, 1990, the Board considered mover’s application for a 
pardon and restoration of all civil and citizenship rights, 
including restoration of the right to own, possess, receive, ship 


or transport firearns. 


2. 
On June 26, 1990, by unanimous vote of all of ite members, the 
Board recommended to the Honorable Buddy Roemer, then Governor of 


Louisiana, that mover’s application be granted in all respects. 
3. 


On November 18, 1951, Governor Roemer granted mover "a pardon and 


restoration of all civil and citizenship righta ... excluding the 
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xight to own, possess, receive, ship and transport firearms." 


4. 
Mover respectfully requests that this Board resubmit to Governor 
Edwin W. Edwards ita original recommendation of June 26, 1990, in 
accordance with the attached copy of such recommendation annexed 


hereto and marked "Exhibit A." 


5. 
Mover makes this request so that Governor Edwards may consider 
whether a pardon and restoration of rights should be granted to 
him which would include "the right to own, possess, receive, ship 


and transport firearms." 


Respectfully submitted, 


tle beeaateel La B02 f— 
lam Arthur Rinehart 


300 Spruce Drive, #204 
Lafayette, LA 70506 
(318) 984-6046 
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e Ghbe fi" 


STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS 
BOARD OF PARDONS 
504 Mayflower Street 
Baton Rouge, La. 70802 
Phone (504) 342-5421 


BUDDY ROEMER, GOVERNOR BRUCE LYNN, SECRETARY 


June 26, 1990 


TO THE HONORABLE BUDDY ROEKMER, GOVERNOR, STATE OF LOUISIANA: 


On application of: RINEHART, WILLIAM W/M DOB 7/20/45 
OUT FBI # 767116F 
Fille @ 16797 SID # 935740 
Offender Class: Second 
offense: 8/Burglary amd False Swearing 
Sentenced: December B, 1983 - 3 yrs. P.J. & 3 Mo. P.J. 


Judicial District: Fifteenth - Lafayette Parish 


licant was sentenced as the result of pleading guilty of the 
offenses listed above. His case was heard before the Board of 
Pardons on June 19, 1990. He has setisfied his sentences and 
presentiy resides in Lafayette, Louisiana. 


The Lafayette City Police Department opposes restoration of 
firearms privileges and a pardon. The District Attorney only 
opposes restoration of firearms privileges. The Sheriff has no 
objection to a pardon or restoretion of firearms privileges. 


Mr. Rinehert has made strong efforts toward rehabilitation and 
all indications point to success. He expects to graduate from 
college soon and having a pardon would enhance his chances of 
obtaining a suitable position. He has strong family and 
community support. 


The Board recommends that applicant be granted a PARDON AND 
RESTORATION OF ALL CIVIL AND CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS, INCLUDING THE 
RIGHT TO OWN, POSSESS, RECEIVE, SHIP OR TRANSPORT FIREARMS. 


Respectfully submitted, 


YVONNE G. CAMPBELL, CHAIRMAN 
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Board File Number 16797 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS 


BOARD OF PARDONS 


The undersigned Chairman and Members of the Board of Pardons 
hereby grant the request of mover, WILLIAM A. RINEHART, for 
resubmission to Governor Edwin Edwards of the Board's 


recommendation herein, dated June 26, 1990. 


Baton Rouge, Louisiana, this Gay of March, 1992, 


BOARD OF PARDONS 


Chairman 


Member 
Member 


Member 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


DOCUMENT 23 
As a result of the re-submission, I received this document in 
the mail from Governor Edwin W. Edwards. 
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State of Douisiana 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
Baton Rouge 


EDWIN W. EDWARDS POST OFFICE BOX 94004 
-GOVERNOR 70804-9004 (504) 342-7015 


April 14, 1992. 


Mr. William Arthur Rinehart 
300 Spruce Drive, #204 
Lafayette, LA 70506 


Dear Mr. Rinehart: 

After carefully reviewing and considering the recommendation 
of the Pardon Board and all matters presented in your case, I have 
decided to grant a pardon to you and restoration of all civil and 
citizenship rights, including the right to own, possess, receive, 
ship and transport firearms. 

Enclosed please find the official copy of your parole 
eligibility signed on April 14, 1992. 


Sincerely, 


Edwin W. Edwa 
Governo a 


EWE:kjp 
Enclosure 
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" 


Executive Department 
LS 


* 


Je WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


Whereas, tl a asion ofthe Honovable he Fifteenth Judicial District Court ina 


and ior the Parish of Lafayerze 


heldon the 18¢h day of December, 1983 
WILLIAM RINEHART wes laedand 


connicled f/tha crime of Simple Burglary and False Swearing 
and for said offense was sentenced by His Honos, tha Judge of said court, lo three (3) years in 


the Parish Jail and six (6) menths in the Parish Jail. 


Sad. Whereas, spon tha recommendation othe Honorable Board of Pardons, Khare thought proper to grant 
a pardon and restoration of all civil and citizenship vights to William 
Rinehart, including the right to own, possess, receive, ship and transpor: 


firearms. 


New, Therefore, J, EDWIN EDWARDS 9 Gorerncr of tha Stale of Louisiana, by wintue oft ° 
came xs easled in me by tha Conslilulion, do hereby grant a pardon and restoration of all 
civil and citizenship rights to William Rinehart, including the right to 


own. possess, receive, ship and transport firearms, 


and do hevely direct you lo act amondingly, 
a el ne ala an aes rn taal 
: ae = ‘ eS Ginn under my signalureand he Groat Seat of the Stale of Louisiana, 
ere eed at he City of Baton Rouge, this Lich 
\ oh 7 day of April , LD, 79 92, 
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Ohio Criminal Record 


For some reason beyond my understanding, it was much 
harder to do anything about the Ohio record than it should have 
been. The Ohio felony was ten years older than the Louisiana 
case, it was my first offense, and I had the Louisiana Expunge- 
ment before I even started. 

I would have thought that a record that old, in the state that I 
was born in would have been a little more understanding than 
that. I think the fact that 1 wasn’t there in person to do the personal 
appearances and file the motions might have something to do 
with it. It shouldn’t have mattered as a Motion is a Motion, no 
matter how it is filed. 

Long distance law can get hairy, especially if you’re in a hurry 
and the other end is not. 

In the Ohio case, just as in the Louisiana case, I filed for 
Expungement and applied for a full pardon at the same time. In 
my mind, I thought that since the Louisiana criminal record no 
longer legally existed, then that would make the Ohio offense my 
first and only felony offense on record. Ohio didn’t quite see it 
that way. 
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DOCUMENT 24 
This is the letter of denial of my pardon from the Ohio Parole 
Board. Note the Board had voted against me unanimously. 
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STATE OF OHIO 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
COLUMBUS 43266-0601 


RICHARD F. CELESTE 
GOVERNOR 


August 14, 1989 


William A. Rinehart 
930 Guilbeau, #39 
Lafayette, LA 70506 


Dear Mr. Rinehart: 


It is with regret that I must inform you that your application 
for Pardon has been denied. 


Under Ohio law, the Parole Board investigated your case and made 
a report and recommendation to the Governor. The Board 
unanimously recommended that clemency be denied. 


Although it has been determined that an exercise of the clemency 
power is not warranted at this time, the Board may be able to 
make a favorable recommendation at a later date. 


Sincerely, 
ra 


. al 
Ce ee, ota: Cte 
Patricia Joneg-Estadt 

Staff Attorpgy 


PJE:cls 
cc: Raymond E. Capots, Chairman 
Ohio Parole Board 
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DOCUMENT 25 

This is a copy of the Expungement I filed with the State of Ohio. 
Notice that I filed the Motion to Expunge under the Ohio statute 
that is legal in that State. That is why it is important to know 
which law to use. It is not hard to find out, penny, a telephone 
call will do it. 


104 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


STATE OF OHIG STATE OF OHIO 
VERSUS COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
WILLIAM A. RINEHART DOCKET NO. 73CR 1052 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY 


KKK KKK KKK K AK KKH EK KEK KK KKK KK IK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK IKK KK KKK KKK HK KKK KKK KE 


MOTION TO EXPUNGE 


The verified petition of WILLIAM A. RINEHART, 300 Spruce Dr., 
Lafayette, Louisiana, 70506, respectfully avers the following 
allegations, together with explanations, support the prayer of or 
relief requested and contained in this Motion To Expunge the entirety 


of the criminal proceedings in the above captioned cause. 


ihe 
In 1973 the petitioner was convicted of Attempted Breaking 
and Entering, Ohio R.S. 2911.13, a fourth degree felony, and was duly 
sentenced to a period of five (5) years probation and the petitioner 
was revocated and did serve a total of 89 days in State of Ohio 
corrections institutions before being granted Shock Probation, and 


said probation has since been administratively ceased. 


2A0 
That the said WILLIAM A. RINEHART, pursuant to Title 29, the 
Ohio Criminal Code Amended 2953.32, is entitled to expungement of 
the arrest record under First Offense Provisions of all criminal 
proceedings on file with the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office, 
and accordingly, 
IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that all Agencies, and 
Law Enforcement Offices having any record of the arrest of WILLIAM 
A. RINEHART for the arrest of Ohio R.S. 2911.13 Attempted Burglary, 
destroy all and any record of arrest, photograph, fingerprint, or any 
other information of any kind and all kinds of descriptions relating 
to the arrest of the said WILLIAM A. RINEHART and shall file an affidavit 
to the effect that the records have been destroyed and that no 
notations or references have been retained in the Agencies central 
repository which will lead or might lead inference that any record 
ever was on file with any agency or law enforcement office. 
Bo 
That said defendant is now a resident of Lafayette, Louisiana, 
his Social Security Number is 262-700-4616, and his date of birth is 


July 20, 1945. 


‘DEFENDANT 


te 


NeTARY RY PuRRLEC — LTC - 


6 Pari (a 
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DOCUMENT 26 and 27 

These are the documents in response to my Motion to Ex- 
punge. The first one is from the Montgomery County (Dayton, 
Ohio) Probation Department, saying they had done an investiga- 
tion on me. It is at this point that they used my Louisiana criminal 
record against me, even though it did not legally exist. 
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The Adult Probation Department 
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, OHIO 


October 16, 1990 


The State of Ohio : Case No.: 73-CR-1052 
Of fense: Attempted Breaking & Entering 
-vs- Attorney: Kurt Portman/Appointed 


WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART 
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 


The Honorable Richard S. Dodge, Judge: 
Narrative and Recommendation 


The request for sealing of record dated July 2, 1990, indicated that Mr. 
Rinehart is not a first time offender per the Ohio Revised Code Section 
2953.32 (C) (A), as indicated by his previous arrest history. Therefore, he is 
statutorily ineligible to have his record sealed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


(Deus. (7. 


Dean A. Johnson 

Probation Officer 

: - Extension 6013 
Sie ue: tHe KU 

Charles W. Hester 

Team Supervisor 

Extension 6015 


DAJ: sds 
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COURT OF COMMGN PBEAS 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURTS BUILDING 
41 NORTH PERRY STREET 
DAYTON, OHIO 45422-0150 


AREA CODE 513 
a 225-4376 


October 18, 1990 


Mr. William A. Rinehart 
300 Spruce Drive 

Apt. 204 
Lafayette, 


Louisiana 70506 


Dear Mr. Rinehart: 
Enclosed please find a Narrative and Recommendation 
regarding your request for expungement. 


There obviously appears to be some disagreement be- 
tween your recollection and what our records indicate. 
Therefore, at this time, I must advise you that I cannot 
grant your motion to expunge the record of conviction. 


If you have any questions regarding this matter, 
please contact Mr. Dean A. Johnson, (513) 225-6013. 


I hope this letter finds you well under the circum- 


Seancesk 
ee ours, 
Richacdes. i ae 
RSD:sf 
Encs. 
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DOCUMENT 28 and 29 

I took the Motion to Expunge Denial to the Court of Appeals 
in Ohio, albeit it haphazardly and without the will to fight. The 
District Court’s decision to dent the petition for expungement 
was, of course, upheld. 

More than anything, I didn’t want to get the District Judge mad 
at me and Judge Dodge had treated me fair. I pursued the case 
for Expungement no further. Not because I didn’t think I could 
win, but because it was taking too much time and money I didn’t 
have. I dropped the idea of Expungement and decided to try 
something else. 
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Court of Appeals of Ohio 


SECOND APPELLATE DISTRICT 
41 NORTH PERRY STREET 
DAYTON, OHIO 45422-2170 

(513) 225-4464 
Fax No. 496-7724 


e MICHAEL L. BUENGER 
Court Administrator 


April 10, 1991 


William A. Rinehart 


300 Spruce Drive 
Apt. #204 
Lafayette, LA 70506 


Dear Mr. Rinehart: 


Judge Wolff has forwarded to me for response your 


letter of April 4, 1991, inquiring as to the status of 
Case No. (12497. According to the Court of Appeals' 
docket, the last action taken by any party was the filing 
of a reply brief by you on February 4, 1991. Therefore, 
this case will be deemed submitted to the Court of 
Appeals and presented to the judges for disposition. 


I trust that this answers any questions you may have 


concerning the status of your case. if 2 ean be of 
further assistance, please contact me. 


Sincerely, 5 
USing @R 
a a Se 
Tete HDi: 
Michael L. Buenger ae 

Court Administrator 


MLB/kj 
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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, OHIO 
STATE OF OHIO : 


Plaintiff-Appellee 


VS. $ CASE NO. 12497 
WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART g 


Defendant-Appellant 


ORE aa Nii Onl! 
Rendered onvene Jigtheeday of duly hoa 


TED E. MILLSPAUGH, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Appellate 
Division, Suite 315, 41 N. Perry Street, Dayton, Ohio 45422-2170 
Attorney for Plaintiff-Appellee 
WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART, Apt. 204, 300 Spruce Drive, Lafayette, 
LA 70506 
befendant-Appellant Pro se 
WILSON, J., 
This is an appeal from the judgment of the Common Pleas 
Court of Montgomery County, Ohio overruling appellant's 
motion to expunge his 1973 conviction pursuant to R.C. 
2953.32. No reasons were given for overruling the motion, and 
no findings of fact were made or requested. 
Expungement proceedings are governed by the Ohio Rules of 
Civil Procedure. State v. Bissantz (1987), 30 Ohio St. 3d 120. 
Appellant alleges that error was committed and asks this 


court to reverse the judgment of the trial court. However, 


appellant bears the burden of establishing the impropriety of the 


COURT OF APPEALS 
SECOND APPELLATE DISTRICT 
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State v. Rinehart 


action taken below. Millar v. Bowman (1983), 13 Ohio App. 3d 
204. There is nothing in the record to support the allegations 
of error. Appellant's statements in his brief are not a 


substitute for the record. See App. R. 9(A). On the state of 


this record, we must presume the regularity of the proceedings 


before the trial court. 


We affirm. 


BROGAN, J., and GRADY, J., concur. 


Copies mailed to: 


Ted E. Millspaugh 
William Arthur Rinehart 
Hon. Richard S. Dodge 


COURT OF APPEALS 
SECOND APPELLATE DISTRICT 
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DOCUMENT 30 

I contacted the EB.I. to find out what had been expunged in 
the way of misdemeanor charges. They wrote to the Ohio Bureau 
of Criminal Identification to find out. This is a copy of the re- 
sponse. | 

Note that it is a misdemeanor and that it can be erased because 
the case was dismissed. 
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Attorney General 
Anthony J. Celebrezze, Jr. 


December 12, 1990 - 


Ms. Gertrude M. Goldsmith, Room 10104 
Special Correspondence Unit 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

10th and Pa. Avenue, NW 

Washington, D. C., 20537-9700 


RE: William A. Rinehart, SID#A556204 
Dear Ms. Goldsmith: 


This is in response to your letter of November 21, 1990, 
regarding William A. Rinehart, SID#A556204. 


The arrest im question of 6/12/70 for conversion of trust 
(conv trust) by the Columbus Police Department was dismissed on 
6/19/70. This arrest charge could be removed, but the request 
would need to come from the arresting agency in order to delete 
this from BCI files. So, Mr. Rinehart will need to make his request 
with the Columbus Police Department, 120 W. Gay Street, Columbus, 
Ohio, 43215, Attn: Identification Division. 


According to Ohio Statute ORC.2953.31, Mr. Rinehart does not 
qualify to have any of his conviction records removed because he is not 
a first time offender. Only if convicted one time in this state or 
any other jurisdiction, can a conviction record be expunged. 


If I may be of further assistance, please contact me at this 


office. 
ie Oe. 
arlin R. Dowler 
Identification Division Chief 
Ohio Bureau of Criminal 
Identification and Investigation 
MRD/mec 


Enclosures 
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Because I could get nothing done in the Ohio case, I decided 
to try another route. I knew there had to be a way. 

Keep in mind that my goals were to, first , get all of my Civil 
Rights back and, second, to get the right to bear arms, which in 
most cases seems to be a separate thing altogether. 

I did what I thought was a reasonably intelligent thing. I called 
the Clerk of Court’s Office at the District Court and asked if there 
was any way to just get my right to bear arms back. I needed it 
to go back to work for the Department of Corrections in Louisi- 
ana. A gentleman said that there was a seldom-used Statute that 
dealt with that matter only. 

I was allowed to file a Motion for Relief from Disability. The 
disability being that I couldn’t carry weapons in the line of duty. 
I immediately asked which statute it was under and wrote in 
down. I then wrote up the Motion and sent it to Judge Dodge. 
Now I remembered why I didn’t want him mad at me. 
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DOCUMENT 31 

This is the Court Order that restores my right to bear arms. It 
is signed by both the Judge and the Prosecuting Attorney. This 
Order, coupled with the Pardon with the right to bear arms in 
Louisiana restores the right to bear arms anywhere in the United 
States. , : 

As soon as I received this Order, I sent a copy to the Ohio Parole 
Board, asking if it was all right to carry a gun, but I couldn’t get 
a Pardon? 
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IN THE COMMON PLEAS COURT OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PFE 1 = oS 
: AK 9 12 


CRIMINAL DIVISION Cee 
ED ee eee 
hago 6 aay 
| OM ON PLEAS 
STATE OF OHIO $ CASE NO. 73-CR-1052 
Plaintiff H (Judge Dodge) 
-vs - : 
WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART $ ENTRY GRANTING RELIEF FROM 
DISABILITY 
Defendant H 


Rkkkkkhkkkkhkkhkhkkkkhkkhkazhkhkhkhkhkkhkak 


Upon the written Motion of the Defendant herein, the 
Court having reviewed the Prosecutor’s Response to Defendant’s 


Motion for Relief from Disability pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 
Section 2923.14, the Court hereby finds that the Defendant herein 


has been fully discharged from imprisonment, probation, and parole; 
the Defendant herein has led a law abiding life since his discharge 
or release, and appears likely to continue to do so; the Defendant 
herein is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having or 
using firearms. 


WHEREFORE, it is the ORDER of the Court that the 
Defendant herein with respect solely to the indictments, 
convictions, or adjudications recited in the Defendant’s 
application is hereby relieved of disability. It is the further 
order of the Court that this relief from disability applies only 
with respect to firearms lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, or 
used by the Defendant herein, and said relief from disability does 
not apply with respect to dangerous ordnance. Further, the Court 
orders that the costs of this proceeding shall be charged as in 
other civil case, and taxed to the Defendant/Applicant herein. 


This relief from disability may be revoked by the Court 
at any time for good cause shown and upon notice to the Defendant. 


This relief from disability is automatically void upon 
the commission, by the Defendant/Applicant, of any offense embraced 
by Division (A)(2) or (3) of Section 2923.13 of the Ohio Revised 
Code, or upon the applicant’s becoming one of the class of persons 
named in Division (A)(1), (4) or (5) of such section. 
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SO ORDERED. 


LEE ¢. FALKE, 


Prosecuti 


By 


Assistant 


Supreme Court No. 


copies to: 


STEVEN 


g Attorney 


P ing Attorney 


KS 


LQ 
HON. RICHARD S. DODGE ji 


~ 


4 


Steven J. Ring, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney 
William A. Rinehart, 300 Spruce Drive, No. 204, 


Lafayette, 


118 


Louisiana 70506 


| hereby certify this to be a true 
and correct cony. 

Witness my hend and sea! this id 
Gay cr 


- Mae 19.44 


oo ¢ : 
ee fae de 


is a , CLERK 
Ciark of Common Pleas 
Court of Mcntgomery County. Ohio 
By : 
eputy 
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DOCUMENT 32 

This is a letter from the Judge in the Ohio case telling me that 
since my probation had been terminated I had my Civil Rights 
all that time, though since I had a criminal record, I didn’t have 
the weapons rights. 

Basically what this means is simple. With all rights restored by 
way of the Probation termination, the Court’s return of my right 
to bear arms, I have all of my Civil rights back, without a pardon 
or an expungement. 
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 


GENERAL DIVISION 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURTS BUILDING . 
c 41 NORTH PERRY STREET 
DAYTON, OHIO 45422-2150 


RICHARD S. DODGE AREACODE 513 
JUDGE 225-4376 


April 21, 1993 


William Arthur Rinehart 
300 Spruce Drive, #204 
Lafayette, Louisianna 70506 


RE: Motion for Restoration of Rights of 
Citizenship - Ohio Revised Code 
Section 2951.09 


Dear Mr. Rinehart: 


On April 14, 1993, the Court received your Motion for Restoration of Rights of 
Citizenship, Ohio Revised Code, Section 2951.09. 


Upon review of your record, the Court granted an Administrative Termination on 
August 16, 1983, which closed interest in this case and restored your rights of 
citizenship. I have enclosed a copy of this entry for your records. 


I wish you much success in your pursuit of rehabilita 


Enclosure 


cc: Grafton S. Payne, II, Director 
James E. Dare, Division Manager 
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Expungement 


If a Pardon Board Hearing is an open affair with witnesses, 
family, victims and anyone that has something to say, then ex- 
pungement is an almost private affair. Though the actual Motion 
is heard in open court, the final decision to either grant or deny 
the Motion is left entirely to the Judge, regardless of what anyone 
says. 

In most cases, a Judge will have the Motion Hearing in an 
almost deserted courtroom, with only an assistant D.A., a court 
reporter, the Mover in the action, (you, the person who filed the 
Motion), and a couple of standby assistant D.A.’s as witnesses to 
the proceedings. Of course it is always your choice to have your 
own representative counsel present. 

Sometimes the whole matter is taken care of in the Judge’s 
chambers, as in one of the Motions here. It is not a confusing 
process, but it is a legal process. Where a Pardon Board Hearing 
is a criminal procedure, a Motion to Expunge is a Civil Procedure 
concerning a criminal matter. Because the Motion to Expunge is 
a Civil matter, there are options to appeal, if you are unjustly 
denied. 

The sole purpose of getting an expungement is to have all law 
enforcement agencies everywhere that have you in their criminal 
record files erase, destroy, seal or remove from the public eye, 
anything about you that would make it look like you ever had a 
record. 

An expungement shouldn’t be an adversary proceeding, but 
sometimes it is, and very much so. By adversary I mean that 
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sometimes you have to say what you believe to be true and be 
willing to back it up. 
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DOCUMENT 33 and 34 

This is an actual copy of the Motion to Expunge in the Louisi- 
ana case. Note several things on this document: The first para- 
graph speaks of the concurrence I wrote about. That statement 
from the D.A.’s office is vital. 

Secondly, notice that the actual charges and the statutes they 
fall under are listed. Those are not hard to get. A phone call to the 
Clerk of the Court or to the Legal Aide in the place where you 
live is usually sufficient. 

Thirdly, notice that two records are being expunged at the same 
time: The simple burglary and the false swearing. You can run 
these docket numbers together if they were in court at the same 
time. 

Fourthly, notice that the statute I filed under, 44:9, is listed. 

Finally, notice the wording in the last paragraph—there should 
be nothing on record to show you were ever arrested when you 
are finished. 

Document 34, listed here as an Addendum, is really a Concur- 
rence from the D.A.’s office. It was done hurriedly, but it was 
effective. Strangely enough, the man that signed the Concurrence 
was the same attorney that had defended me in this case. He was 
now working for the D.A.’s office and had taken the place of the 
Assistant D.A. that had refused me before. 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
VERSUS DOCKET NO.: 49155 & 48797 
WILLIAM A. RINEHART ‘i *  ..: [PARISH OF LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 


« *e® & © &® © & ® ® we we ke we we ke we we ke we Ke He ke ek ek kK ke ke we ke kK ke eK 


MOTION TO EXPUNGE 

The verified petition of WILLIAM A. RINEHART, 930 
Guilbeau Road 439, Lafayette, Louisiana, rempeeurualty avers that 
the following allegations, together with the attached concurrence 
of the Office of the District Attorney of Lafayette Parish, 
Louisiana, support the prayer of or relief requested and 
contained in this Motion to Expunge the entirety of the criminal] 
proceedings in the above captioned and numbered cause. 

Le 

On May 29, 1983, the defendant was charged with a 
violation of R.S. 14:62, Simple Burglary, and on August 29, 1983, 
was charged with R.S. 14:125, False Swearing. 

Be 

That the said WILLIAM A. RINEHART pursuant to LSA-R.S. 
44:9, is entitled to expungement of the arrest record and 
criminal proceedings on file with the Lafayette Parish Sheriff's 
Department, and according!ty, 

IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that all Agencies 
and Law Enforcement Offices having any record of the arrest of 
WILLIAN A. RINEHART for R&.S. 14:62 Simple Burglary and R.S. 
14:125 destroy any and all records of arrest, photograph, 
fingerprint, or any other information of any and all kinds of 
descriptions relating to the arrest of the said WILLIAM A. 
RINEHART and shall file an affidavit to the effect that the 
records have been destroyed and that no notations or references 


have been retained in the Agencies‘ central repository which will 


lead cr might lead inference that any record ever was cn fiie 
with any agency or jaw enforcement office. 
Lafayette, Louisiana this We ee of ee LOBE 
ae Ls 
TR steht JU ee 
YL, rae os a 
1 Tee vy ASIDES S HOTT, tae 


‘em Vi a 


BY. Clerk of ricenrt 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA : 125TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

VERSUS : DOCKET NUMBER: 49155 & 48797 

WILLIAM A. RINEHART : LAFAYETTE PARISH, LOUISIANA 
ADDL DUM 


Ik compliance with the foregoing Motion for 
kxpungement, of the Criminal Docket numbers 49155 & 
48797, the uffice or the District attorney, 15th 
Judicial District, Lafayette, Louisiana, hereby 
assents to and agrees that said motion for Expungment 


be granted favorably. 


on ae 
O2rICe Or fds DistnIcet ATLoRA LY 
15tn JUDICIAL DISTRICT 


LASAYELTE, LOUISIANA 


December 12, 1988 


FILED nes Lat) 
a orf 1 oi 


VL c 


DY. CLERK OFOURT 
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DOCUMENT 35 

This is an example copy of the different agencies that will be 
ordered to erase your criminal record when you receive an Ex- 
pungement. This is just for Louisiana, but in general, it will be the 
same for each State. 

Notice that the Federal Bureau of Investigation is included in 
the list. There has been some argument, at least in my case, as to 
whether a State has the authority to order a Federal agency to do 
anything with a criminal record, let alone erase it. Note on the 
Expungement Motion that is says each agency shall file an affi- 
davit saying that the record has been destroyed by that agency. I 
have yet to see an affidavit, but that doesn’t mean they weren’t 
filed. 

Also note that the State Police are included in the list. I have a 
good reason for bringing this to your attention. See the following 


pages. 
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STATE OF LOUISIABA 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
vs PARISH OF LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 
WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART DOCKET HO. 49155, 48797 


#e @eeeeeatPeeeaeereeeezeeeezeeaeeezegeeeteeaseeegeegege geese 


ND = Lafayette City Police Dept, Records Custodian, 107 East Convent 
Lafayette, Lousiiana 


Lafayette Parish Sheriff, Records Custodian, Lafayette, La. 


es Department of Public Safety and Corrections, Records 
Custodian, 209 S. Foster Drive, Baton Rouge, La. 


jana State Police, Records Custodian, 265 S Foster Drive 
Baton Rouge, La. 


L-—Touisiana Office of State Police, Lafayette, Lousiiana 


ee Bureau of Criminal Identification and Inform., 
“ Records Custodian, 1885 Wooddale Blvd, Baton Rouge, La. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, Office of Criminal Indentif- 


\--textion and Information, Records Custodian, FBI Headquarters, 
Washington, D. C. 20535 


District Attorney, Lafayette, Louisiana 


Attorney of Record: 


YOU ARE HEREBY SERVED WITH A CERTIFIED COPY OF MINUTE ENTRY 


WITHESS THE HONORABLE JUDGES OF THE 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, 


THIS 23rd day of March q 19 92 
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DOCUMENT 36 and 37 

I waited a reasonable amount of time—about six months, then 
went back to all of the agencies either by mail, in person or by 
telephone, to see if they had indeed erased my criminal record. 

There were two agencies that had not, the Louisiana State 
Police and the EB.I. The Louisiana felony was still on record in 
both places, despite a court order to erase it. 

I called the Louisiana State Police to ask-why they hadn’t 
obeyed the court order. They said they didn’t have to—they were 
separate from the rest of the law enforcement agencies in the 
State. I asked them how they were different. They said they 
operated as a separate entity and were not bound by such orders. 

Then I called the FB.I. and asked them why they hadn’t erased 
the record. They said since they were a federal agency they were 
not bound by State law. 

I filed an Amended Motion to Expunge in the same court as 
the first one. Once again there was an open court hearing with a 
new Judge. This time a different Assistant D.A. was present and 
he objected saying that the Expungement I had was illegal. I said 
that it was signed by a State Court Judge, not the D.A. The new 
Judge said he could not grant the Motion to have the State Police 
and the EB.I. erase the record if the State objected. The Judge and 
Assistant D.A. said I could appeal the decision. I said no, I can’t 
as the law states that this Motion is not appealable. They both 
argued that it was. 

When I went to the court hearing I was positive that I had read 
in the Statute about Expungements that there was no appeal to 
the court’s decision. I went home and read it again—I was right. 
But I didn’t want to give up after coming so far. I also wanted to 
show the judge that I was correct. I wrote an Appeal to the trail 
Court decision and send it to the third Circuit Court of Appeal 
(every State has one). 

It was just a matter of days before I received my answer—the 
denial of the record Expungement was not a case that could be 
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appealed. I made copies of the third Circuit answer to my appeal 
and dropped off copies to the judge and the assistant D.A. 

I wondered how to get an unappealable case in front of the 
State Supreme Court. There was only one way—not to do an 
appeal of the third Circuit Court decisions, but to get the Supreme 
Court to look at the case as a separate case altogether. To do that 
I had to write a Writ of Certiorari (a writ of review). 

Not many Writ of Certiorari are accepted in the Louisiana 
Supreme Court—especially when they are written by non-lawyer 
laymen. But they did accept mine. I sent them the original ex- 
pungement, the denied second expungement and explained the 
case the best way I knew how. I argued that if it was signed the 
first time, it should have been no problem to get it signed the 
second time. 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
VERSUS DOCKET NO.: 49155 & 48797 
WILLIAM A. RINEHART PARISH OF LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 


KKKKK KEK KK EEK KEK KER EKER EK KK EEE EER KER KEE REEREEK KKK EER ERKEK EER REEREEKK KKK RREERER 


MOTION TO EXPUNGE 

The verified petition of WILLIAM A. RINEHART, 300 Spruce Drive, Apartment 
# 204, Lafayette, Louisiana, respectfully avers that the ouerine allegations , 
together with the attached concurrence of the Office of the District Attorney of 
Lafayette Parish, Louisiana, support the prayer of or relief requested and con- 
tained in this Motion to Expunge the entirety of the criminal proceedings in the 
above captioned and numbered causes. 

is 

On May 29, 1983, the defendant was charged with a violation of R.S. 14:62, 
Simple Burglary, and on August 29, 1983, was charged with R.S. 14:125, False Swear- 
ing. 

Bo 

That the said WILLIAM A. RINEHART pursuant to LSA-R.S. 44:9, is entitled 
to expungement of the arrest record and criminal proceedings on file with the Laf- 
ayette Parish Sheriff's Department and the Louisiana State Police Criminal file 
and the City of Lafayette Criminal Records file. and accordingly, 

IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that all Agencies and Law enforcement 
Offices in the State of Louisiana having any record of the arrest of WILLIAM A. 
RINEHART for R.S. 14:62 Simple Burglary and R.S. 14:125 destroy any and all re- 
cords of arrests, photographs, fingerprints, or any other information of any and 
all kinds of descriptions relating to the arrest of the said WILLIAM A. RINEHART 
and shall file an affidavit to the effect that the records have been destroyed , 
this order to include the Louisiana State Police Records, (I.D. NOS. 0935740, 
01452/00004 5,6, and 00007.), to the effect that no notations or references of 
any kind have been retained in the above agencies central repositories which will 


lead or might lead that any record was ever on file with said agencies. 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
VERSUS DOCKET NOS: 49155 & 48797 
WILLIAM A. RINEHART PARISH OF LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 


KEKKKKEKKEKREEK EKER EEEREREERERRE REE EER EER ERE ERE EKER ERE RRR ERR EREERERKERE 


é 


CONTINUATION OF AMENDED MOTION TO EXPUNGE 
3. 


. That WILLIAM A. RINEHART does hereby introduce a copy of the ORIGINAL 
signed and dated MOTION TO EXPUNGE with the foregoing Motion to Expunge, 
with an Original copy of the MOTION AND ACCEPTED BY Judge Bennett Gautreaux, and 
the CONCURRENCE OF SAID MOTION TO EXPUNGE signed by Assistant District Attorney 
Richard P. Weimer, and WILLIAM A. RINEHART AVERS THAT SAID Motion and Concurrence 
were signed and dated on December 12, 1988 as recorded in 15th District Criminal 


Court records. 


Be, 
That for Identification purposes that the record may be expunged appro- De 


PR 
riately, WILLIAM A. RINEJART offers the following information: Bl bbet 
7 


FULL NAME: William Arthur Rinehart 


DATE OF BIRTH: July 20, 1945 


MALE, CAUCASIAN 45 years old— 
Social Security No.: 262-70-4616 
Driver's License No.: 004910615 


END OF AMENDED MOTION TO EXPUNGE 


LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA THIS DAY OF gor 


1 
Sel UM mis 
Ce ie 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA : 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
VERSUS 5 : DOCKET NO. 49155 & 48464 Y8777 
WILLIAM A. RINEHART : LAFAYETTE PARISH, LOUISIANA 


ORDER 
Considering the Amended Motion to expunge, 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the 


State of Louisiana show cause on the 17th day of June, 1991, at 


1:30 P.M. why the Motion should not be granted. 


Bon, 


LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA, this Dcop day of May, 1991. ‘= 


ATRICK L. MICHOT = 
DISTRICT JUDGE 


ee 
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DOCUMENT 38, 39 and 40 

The first document is the notice of acceptance of the Writ into 
the Louisiana State Supreme Court. Anytime the Court gives you 
a docket number, you know you're in. 

Copies of the Notice were sent to Hon. J. Nathan Stansbury— 
the head District Attorney in my court of Original Jurisdiction, 
the Clerk of Court where I live and the Judge who said that I had 
no appeal. I proved the newly elected Judge wrong and was 
bringing him into the State’s highest Court. 

The Louisiana State Supreme Court reviewed the case and 
remanded (sent back down) it to the Third Circuit Court of 
Appeals, who in turn remanded it back to the court where I 
started from with the Amended Motion to Expunge. The Third 
Circuit wrote a confusing opinion—part was won, part was lost, 
but the issue was inseparable. 

The case finally ended back in the Court of Original Jurisdic- 
tion, where it was originally filed. The decision of the District 
Court this time is res ipsa loquitur, (the thing speaks for itself). 

Note that the same Assistant District Attorney was still object- 
ing to the Expungement, but it did him no good. 
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WAT 


x Susan 
é co : ; 
ed Supreme Court 
"Anssauns STATE OF LOUISIANA 


New Orleans 


CHIEF JUSTICE a 
PASCAL F, CALOGERO, JR. y 
ASSOCIATE JUSTICES 


WALTER F, MARCUS, JR. July 17, 1991 

JAMES L. DENNIS 

JACK CROZIER WATSON 3 301 LOYOLA AVE., 70112 
HARRY T. LEMMON 

LUTHER F, COLE TELEPHONE 804-568-5707 


PIKE HALL, JR. 
CLERK OF COURT 
FRANS J, LADMANCHE, JR. 


William Rhinehart 

In Proper Person 

300 Spruce Drive #204 
Lafayette La 70506 


Re: 91-KD- 1670 


State of Louisiana 
US 
Rinehart, William Arthur 


This is to advise that the pleadings in the above entitled matter 
were received and filed on 7/17/91. The case bears the above 
number an the Docket of this’ Caurt. 


Frans J. Labranche, Jr. 
Clerk of Court 
FIlIriurc : 
ccs: Hon. J. Nathan Stansbury 


Hon. O. C. Guiilliot, Clerk 
Hon. Patrick bt. Michot 


sth Judicial District Court Div."K" Number 49155, 48797 
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COURT OF APPEAL, THIRD CIRCUIT 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 


OCT09 1991 


Rete ne ee ee 


eee a 


Clerk 
~ Creal a . 
STATE OF LOUISIAN. 
VERSUS 
ae Deemer. OS __WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART __ or 2 
To) Recs en WHATS ANM @ANRWISETU IRS RUUNUE EAs Lee re ee eee 
Applying for Certiorari, or writ of review, to the _.___l5th ss Sudicial District Court, 


Parish of. =a leafy ae tt cme 4 ONS mere Bel i ee eee 


State of Louisiana. 
WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART 
300 Spruce Drive #204 
Lafayette, LA 70506 


2 aes gle he Attorneys for Applicant. 
J. NATHAN STANSBURY, DA 

Box 3306 

Lafayette, LA 70502 


Attorneys for Respondents. 
Pont No 3745 


February 7, 1992 
Lake Charles, LA 


WRIT DENIED IN PART AND WRIT GRANTED IN PART AND MADE PEREMPTORY: 

Relator pled guilty to one count of simple burglary and the state dismissed two remaining 
counts of simple burglary bearing docket no. 48797. The records of these dismissais are ex- 
pungable. The remaining count of simple burglary in docket no. 48797 and the count of false 
swearing in docket no. 49155 to which relator entered pleas of guilty are not expumgable. La. 
R.S. 44:9. 

Accordingly, relator's writ application is denied as to the two charges to which he entered 
pleas of guilty. However, the trial court's denial of relator's amended motion to expunge as to 
the two counts of simple burglary which were dismissed is vacated and set aside and this matter 
is remanded to the trial court for further proceedings consistent herewith. 


ODS. — BOL Ga ee 
M.S. PLL. JY. W.E.H.* 


* Judge Hood, Retired, participated in this decision by appointment of the Louisiana Supreme 
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MARCH 10, 1992 JUDGE MICHOT 


Court met this date pursuant to adjournment with the Honorable 
Patrick L. Michot, Judge presiding; Jackie LeBeouf, Court Reporter; 
Robin Rhodes, Janet Perrodin, Michael Harson, Assistant District 
Attorneys; Patricia Guilbeau, Deputy Clerk of Court; Harris LeBlanc, 

| Harvey Mouton, Deputy Sheriffs; all being in attendance. 


1 
{ 
| STATE OF LOUISIANA ) MOTION TO EXPUNGE 
i 


; VS ) The accused was present in open Court, 
- WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART) but was not represented by counsel. A 


| Motion to Expunge was previously granted and 
' a partial return was filed from 3rd Circuit as 48797 and 49155, which 
. the Court stated State Police and FBI records were not expunged. 

The State objected to the Expungement. 


The Court ordered State Police and FBI to expunge records in 49155 and 
48797. 


‘ 
| 3/7d/? 2 
' WHEREUPON COURT THEN ADJOURNED 

Y 


HONORABLE PATRICK L. MICHOT, JUDGE 


136 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


DOCUMENT 41, 42, 43 and 44 
This is the final result from the Ohio case. 
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STATE OF OHIO 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
COLUMBUS 43266-0601 


GEORGE V VOINOVICH 
GOVERNOR 


April 1, 1994 


Mr. William A. Rinehart 
300 Spruce Drive, #204 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506 
Dear Mr. Rinehart: 

Enclosed please find the warrant of pardon which Governor Voinovich has 
issued to you. | have notified the clerk of courts and asked that the appropriate entry 
be made to your file. 


Best wishes on your future endeavors. 


Sincerely, 


Leah Pappas 
Assistant Deputy Legal Counsel 


lp/mk 
Enclosure 
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yuinann me La br 


GEORGE Vv. VOINOVICH 


Gra COMOHHES of. jetttd Shel 
To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting: 


Whereas, at (jie weueeOCt Derm term of the (Cae of Common Pleas held 


in and for the County of Montgomer , in the year of our oLord One 
Shousand Tline Hundred and Seventy-Three 


WILLIAM A. RINEHART, LOCI #141-525 was convicted of the crimes of 
eaking ntering an 
Carrying a Concealed Weapon and sentenced by sqid Court to ¢ mprssonment 
years, suspende 
in the London Correctional Institution for a term of placed on probation ; - and 


Whereas, the Parole (Board. by unanimous vote eight (8) members 
participating (8-0) has recommended that the sentence be pardoned, 


Cher ore iy icine. of fhe wadinorty ested “auihel Governors bine Constitution 
yey g y 

and laws of this State, GY do hereby direct that the said sentence of WILLIAM A, 

as aforesaid. And of your 


execution of this warrant you nl make due return without delay. 


RINEHART, LOGI #141-525 be __pardoned 


gn Testimony Whereok, & pave hereunto subscribed my name 
and caused the Great Seal of the State of Ohio to be affixed, at 
(Cylligiling, he 23a day of March 


in the year of our Lord, ne thousand nine hundred and 


Ninety-Four. 


By the Governor: 
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STATE OF OHIO Pe. = DOCKET NO. 73CR-1052 
a COURT a ieeigien = eae Conn GH Coimnne pina 
Pri a: Os « MONTGOMERY COUNTY, DAYTON, OHIO 
= * HONORABLE JUDGE DODGE 
pee ee ee reeedest een ries sees 


MOTION FOR CORRECTION OF RECORD 

NOW COMES THE DEFENDANT in the above captioned case, 
William Arthur Rinehart, who respectfully requests that 
this Honorable Court Order the Correction of his Criminal 
Record under Ohio Code Of Criminal Procedures Rule 36, ERRORS, 
in that upon observing his Federal Bureau Of Investigation and 
Louisiana State Police files, it appears that there are two (2) 
Felony Convictions in the State of Ohio-an error in the Report- 
ing mechanisms in the State of Ohio and the Department of 
Corrections in Chillicothe, Ohlo. 

Under Ohio Rule 36, this error in reporting may corrected 
at any time by this Honorable Court. In the interests of Justice, 
Defendant now requests that this Honorable Court Order the 
Correction of his Criminal Record and diseminate said Order 
to all pertinent Law Enforcement Agencies, including, but not 
limited to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Dayton 
Police Department, the Chillicothe Ohio Correctional Institute, 
the LouiSiana State Police, the Montgomery County Sheriff's 
Office, the Lafayette Parish Sheriff's Office in lafayette, 
Louisiana, the Lafayette City Police, Lafayette, Louisiana, the 
Department of Correction, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and all other 
entities under the National Crime Reporting mechanisms (NCR). 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED} ~~. 
/ > 


a, OG 
William A. Rinehart 
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IN THE COMMON PLEAS COURT OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, OHIO 


CRIMINAL DIVISION 


STATE OF OHIO CASE NO. 73-CR-1052 


Plaintiff : (Judge Dodge) 
-vs - 


WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART ORDER CORRECTING THE 


RECORD 


Defendant 


RARKKKEKAKAKRAAKAEAEKRAAKAKAKRAEKAARAKKAE 


This cause came before the Court on Defendant’s Motion 
for Correction of Defendant’s Criminal Record. The Defendant’s 
record with the Federal Bureau of Investigation is in error in that 
it appears that Defendant has two convictions for Breaking and 
Entering. See attached Exhibit "1". However, the Defendant had 
only one conviction in Montgomery County Common Pleas Court, Case 
Number 73-CR-1052. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the 
record of Defendant, WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART, FBI Number 767 116F 
is in error, as it duplicates the conviction of Case Number 73-CR- 
1052. All Law Enforcement Agencies having any record of WILLIAM 


ARTHUR RINEHART are to change and correct that record to read that 
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only one (1) felony conviction exists. Further, an Entry Granting 
Relief from Disability was Ordered by this Court in said case on 
May 14, 1992. 

All agencies, including but not limited to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the Ohio Department of Corrections, the 
City of Dayton Police Department, the Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office, and the repositories of each agency are hereby ORDERED to 
correct their records of WILLIAM ARTHUR RINEHART to reflect that 


only one felony conviction exists in the State of Ohio. 


SO ORDERED: Da 


"% 


JUDGE’ RIC 


MATHIAS H. HECK, JR. and correct copy. 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY OF Witness my hand dnd seal thi 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, OHIO day ofl: ee 


: Sane R ek Clerk of Common Pleas 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Court.of Montgetfiery Couniy, Grio 
301 West Third Street By . ») _ 
Suite 500 oe 
Dayton, Ohio 45402 Deputy 


(513) 225-5757 
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The rest of the documents in this book pretty well speak for 
themselves. 

It is my prayer that no one has to go through what I have been 
through to get their criminal records expunged, but at least now 
you know two things: It can be done and it takes persistence. 

In reality, however, it takes a lot more than that. It takes keeping 
straight, believing in yourself, your world and your God. There 
is where the strength lies. Never sell yourself short. 

I wish you well and if I can be of any assistance, please feel free 
to write to me. Maybe I can help. 


William A. Rinehart 


300 Spruce Dr. Suite 204 
Lafayette, LA 70506 
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CITY OF (your city) a CITY COURT OF (your city) 

STATE OF (your State) * Honorable Judge (your judge) 
versus * STATE OF ( your State) 

(YOUR FULL NAME) o DOCKET NO. (exact docket number) 


KEKEKEEKREKKEKEKEREREREERERERERERER EERE EEEREAERERERTAR ERIE EREREREEEEEKKCK KR CC aa IK 


MOTION TO EXPUNGE RECORD 


a 


ON MOTION OF Defendant, (your name), appearing as his/her own 
counsel, (if you are doing the Motion yourself), upon considering 
the foregoing petition (Yotion To Set Aside and Dismiss Prosecution), 
and the law and evidence being in favor of the Defendant, pursuant 
to (name exact Statute for Expungment), ; 

IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that all agencies and law 
enforcement officers having any record of the arrest, whether on 
microfilm, computer card, or tape, and on any other photographic, 
electronic, or mechanical method of storing data, destroy any record 
of the arrest, photograph, fingerprint or any information of any kind 
or descriptions relating to this charge; 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the custod- 
ian of such records file a sworn affidavit in the City Court of (your 
City & State), that all records have been destroyed and no notations 
or references have been retained in the Agency's Central Repository 
system which will or might lead to the showing that any record was 
ever on file with any agency or law enforcement office. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that the issuing 
agency be entitled to retain a copy of this affidavit to the Court, 
but said affidavit shall not be a public record or open for public 
inspection, but rather kept under lock and key and maintained only 
for internal record keeping purposes to preserve the integrity of 


said agencies files and shall not be used for any investigatory purpose. 


JUDGE, DIVISION " (your division 
(NAME YOUR CITY COURT HERE _ 


PETITIONER (sign your name) 
(District Attorney or City Prosecutor 


CHIEF OF POLICE, (your City) 
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Outstanding College 
Students of America 


> 
Wy Wangae®™ 


This is to certify that 


Hein A Sirhiare 


has been elected to 
Outstanding College Students of America 
in recognition of outstanding merit and 
accomplishment as an American College Student. 


1988 
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Glossary Of Terms 


APPEAL 

An application to a higher court to change the decision of a 
lower court, as in from District Court up to Circuit Court then to 
State Supreme Court. 


APPEARANCE 
The formal appearance before a judge in a court of law. 


ATTORNEY OF RECORD 

In this instance it would be the person who represented you 
on the defense in your criminal case. Their name appears in the 
Court Minutes and on the Official Transcript filed in the court. 


AUTOMATIC PARDON 

Some States have a statute that will grant you a Pardon, 
restoring all of your rights, when you finish your sentence. Pro- 
vided that it is your first felony offense. This Pardon does not 
erase your arrest record. 


CLEMENCY 

Same as a Pardon, but if in prison, youare asking for the sentence 
to be reduced. If outside prison, you are asking for your rights to 
be restored. Either one takes a Formal Hearing before a Board. 


CLERK OF COURT: CRIMINAL DIVISION 

This is where you will find your criminal record—whether you 
were arrested by the City, County, State or Federal authorities. 
The record will be recorded in their files, either in books or on 
computer. 
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COURT MINUTES 

A memorandum of what took place in court from which your 
final record was made. It has the charge, the plea, the sentence, 
the name of your attorney, the judge, the prosecutor, the court 
reporter, and most importantly, the dates and docket number(s). 
You need a copy of this document! 


DOCKET NUMBER : 

A numbering system the court uses to keep track of their 
paperwork. The sequence is usually the year of the offense first, 
then the case number. In some States it will be the Court, then the 
year followed by the case number. Example: 73-CR1052. This 
means that the offense happened in 1973, the CR means it was a 
criminal case and the 1052 means it was the 1052nd case put on 
the docket that year. 


EXPUNGE 
To erase, as if something never happened. 


FELONY 

The types of crimes that are considered serious. The sentences 
for felonies are longer than for misdemeanors, usually a year or 
more imprisonment, with or without hard labor. 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 

This is the code of the Federal Government you can use if any 
agency you request documents from doesn’t want to let you have 
them. It says you have the right to your own records. 


FILING 
The taking or mailing to the Clerk of Court a formal Motion or 
document that will be stamped as received, with the time and 


date on it, in which you are asking the Court to do or not do 
something. Anyone can file a document. 


HABEAS CORPUS 
A formal document that demands that the person that has you 


150 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


in prison or jail take you before a judge and prove that he is legally 
entitled to hold you. Example: A court order from yourself to the 
Warden of a penitentiary, by way of a Motion through a judge, 
telling the Warden that he must take you in front of the judge and 
prove that you are being legally held without your rights. 


INDIGENT 

No income or too poor to hire an attorney. You can file a Formal 
Pauperis Form with the court to let you file your Motions without 
charge if you cannot afford it. You must prove that you are poor. 


JUDGE 

The Judge that sentenced you is the one with the power to 
Expunge your record. Your Motion to Expunge should be given 
to him, through the Clerk of Court. If the judge that sentenced 
you is gone—retired, deceased, etc.—your Motion should be 
given to the person that took his/her place in that particular 
division. 
JURISDICTION 

Your Motion for Post-Conviction Relief must be filed in the 
same court that sentenced you. 


MISDEMEANORS 

Less serious crimes. Usually sentenced to pay a fine, a short 
jail term or both. These include traffic, shoplifting, petty theft, 
etc., including, in most cases, first offense OWI or DWI. 


MOTIONS 

This is the formal document that is written in a particular form, 
that addresses the Court and is filed with the Clerk of Court in 
the correct Jurisdiction. 


NOLLE PROSEQUI 

No prosecution—meaning the D.A. or the City Attorney, or 
whomever is prosecuting the case refuses to bring the case to trial. 
At that point the case is closed. You will still have an arrest record. 
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Nol Pros usually happens when there is not enough evidence to 
bring the case to a judge, or the case isn’t worth the court’s time. 


OPEN COURT 
The courtroom appearance that is open to the public. 


PARDON 

A restoration of all or partial Citizenship Rights through your 
State Governor’s Office, with his/her signature. The process 
takes your application for Pardon to the Pardon Board (a part of 
the Department of Corrections), where your request is investi- 
gated. A formal Pardon Board hearing, with you present is held, 
where you can bring all of your proof of rehabilitation—includ- 
ing witnesses. The final decision will be made by the Pardon 
Board. It is a closed hearing in which you personally (or your 
lawyer) present your case. 


PAROLE 

A request to the Parole Board, (also a part of the Department 
of Corrections), that you be released from prison before your full 
sentence is served. It is a request submitted in writing, presented 
to the members of the Board, where a formal hearing takes place 
and a decision is made. If granted, you are released from incar- 
ceration under supervision of the State Parole Board until your 
sentence is fulfilled. It is a closed proceeding where you present 
your own proof of rehabilitation. 


POST-CONVICTION RELIEF 

Any action taken after your conviction that lessens the stigma 
of a criminal record and the sentence, i.e. while in prison: Clem- 
ency, Parole, reduced sentenced, allocation of good time. When 
out of prison: Pardon, expungement, restoration of Civil Rights, 
Relief from Disability, through direct court action or of your own 
volition (Motions). 


PROBATION 
A sentence that is suspended and you are freed but under the 
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authority of the State Probation Department (also a part of the 
Department of Corrections). You must agree to whatever rules 
the court has said you must follow. If you violate your probation, 
it can be revoked (probation taken away from you) and you will 
serve your jail sentence. Probation is a chance to rehabilitate 
without going to prison. 


QUASH : 

A Motion in a court that says the evidence against you was 
illegally obtained or a statement or evidence is inadmissible in 
court and the case cannot be prosecuted without it. 


RESTORATION OF RIGHTS 

We, as United States citizens, are born with certain rights 
established by our Constitution. When we abuse those rights by 
committing a crime, no matter how serious or trivial, we pay for 
it. Not only by the Judge’s sentence, but by losing such rights as 
the right to hold public office, right to vote, right to be a juror, 
right to hold a position of honor, right to hold a position of trust, 
right to hold a position of profit. It is only through Action of the 
Court that you can regain these rights. Do not forget that anyone 
canruna criminal records check on you at any time and that some 
agencies, companies, employers have a definite policy against 
hiring ex-convicts. Not only do we lose our rights but we are stuck 
with the stigma of a criminal record if we do not do something 
about it. It is imperative for those that want to improve them- 
selves that this stigma be alleviated as much as possible—legally. 

It is not discrimination when an employer or would-be em- 
ployer uses our criminal record to fire us or to keep from hiring 
us—it is their right. As the world is now, with jobs so few and far 
between, the competitive edge goes to those who know how to 
use their head. 

Restoration of Rights can come by any number of methods: 
Pardon, Expungement, Motion for Restoration, Order of the 
Court, or Judicial review. 
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“SHOCK” PROBATION 

In case of “Shock” Probation, you were either found or pled 
guilty and were sentenced. After a certain time in prison, usually 
after 30 days but before the end of 60 days, you can file a Motion 
for “Shock” Probation. If granted, you will be release from prison 
under State Probation Supervision. 


TIME: STATUTE TIME 

Science has a law that “for every action there is a re-action”. 
Law works the same way—when you file a paper in a court, 
whether it’s a Motion, a Memo, Writ, Appeal or whatever, you 
can expect an answer within a specified period of time. The law 
requires that the answer be made before too much time has 
passed. After the court answers your paper, you have to answer 
the court in a certain period of time also, depending on the court 
decision. 


VENUE 

The location of where the crime was committed—the particu- 
lar County, City or District where the trial was, the sentencing 
took place, and where the records are kept. Regulated at the 
discretion of the court. 


WRITTEN MOTIONS-FORMS 

Each Motion (formal document) that is presented to the Clerk 
of Court for filing has to be in an acceptable form (written to 
conform to that court’s standards) or it will not be accepted for 
filing. Usually the clerk will have a sample you can take home to 
use as a guide to write your own, or you can use the samples 
presented in this book. 


YOUTH 

Under law, unless a person was tried as an adult, the criminal 
record of a juvenile is erased at age eighteen. Check your local 
law for exact age. 


154 


HOW TO CLEAR YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 


Sources 


Gilmer’s Revision THE LAW DICTIONARY, Sixth Edition, 
Wesley Gilmer, Jr., M.S.L.S., J.D. Anderson Publishing Co., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

WEST’S LOUISIANA STATUTORY CRIMINAL LAW AND PRO- 
CEDURE, West Publishing Co., St. Paul, Minnesota. 

_ THE OHIO CRIMINAL LAW HANDBOOK, Seventh Annual 
Edition, Title 29, Criminal Justice Studies, Anderson Publish- 
ing Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

WEBSTER’S NEW WORLD DICTIONARY OF THE AMERI- 
CAN LANGUAGE, The Southwestern Co., Nashville, Tennes- 
see. 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW DESKBOOK: INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, 
Chandler, Enslen & Renstrom, The Lawyers Co-operative 
Publishing Co. 

PARALEGALISM, Introduction, Third Edition, Professional Ca- 
reer Development Institute, West Publishing Co., St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 

University of Southwestern Louisiana (Bachelor of Science— 
Criminal Justice). 

University of Northern California—Sacramento School of Law. 

University of Southern Mississippi (Graduate Program—Crimi- 
nal Justice). 

Professional Career Development Institue—Paralegal—At- 
lanta, Georgia 
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Chillicothe Correctional Institute—Chillicothe, Ohio 
London Ohio Prison Farm—London, Ohio 


Louisiana State Penitentiary—Angola, Louisiana (Corrections 
Cadet) 


Hunt Correctional Center—St. Gabriel, Louisiana (Corrections 
Cadet) 
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About The Author 


The author of How To Clear Your Criminal Record, William A. 
Rinehart, holds a Bachelor of Science Degree—Arts, Humanities, 
& Behavioral Sciences, (Criminal Justice), from the University of 
South-Western Louisiana at Lafayette. 

He has attended Law School at the University of Northern 
California at Sacramento, which he left to complete his B.S. 

He also attended the Master’s Program in Criminal Justice at 
the University of Southern Mississippi, but found it unaffordable. 

While at UNC he worked for a Bail Bonding Company—his 
supervisor was the main character in the movie, Pink Cadillac 
(Played by Clint Eastwood) 

He has been published six times in the last eighteen months 
for fiction short stories and in Entrepreneur Magazine. (How To 
Start Your Own Lawyer Referral Service). 

Rinehart had two criminal Records when he started college; 
One in 1985 in Ohio, (B&E Night Season, Carrying a Concealed 
weapon), and in Louisiana, (Burglary of Auto, three counts, 
CCW.). He has been an inmate at the Chillicothe, Ohio Prison, the 
London, Ohio Correctional Farm, and the Lafayette, Louisiana 
Parish prison. 

He has been a Prison guard at the Louisiana State Penitentiary 
(maximum security) at Angola, Louisiana, and a guard at the 
Hunt Correctional Center, St. Gabriel, Louisiana, where he 
worked as an armed tower guard, ina dormitory of 132 convicts, 
and in the main receiving Center for the State. | 

A recovering alcoholic with seven years of sobriety, Rinehart 
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managed to get two Expungements for the Louisiana Felony, and 
two Full Pardons for the same record, with the Restoration of all 
his Rights. 

In Ohio, Rinehart has managed to acquire a “Motion for Relief 
From Disability” which allows him to carry weapons anywhere, 
has applied for Full Pardon, and has filed for Restoration of 
Citizenship Rights. : 

He is married to an ex-nun from Mexico who is now a USS. 
Citizen and is adopting his niece—both of whom he credits his 
sanity. 

Mr. Rinehart did his Paralegal Studies through the P.C.D.L, 
Atlanta 


@ THE END. 
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You made a mistake when you were 18, 
you got arrested, but forgot about it 


until, years later, you tried to get that 
good paying job. They checked your 
background and... 


Or you committed a felony, did your time and are now looking to make 


a good life for yourself, but still the stigma of having a criminal record keeps 
holding you back. 
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Here’s Help! 


How To Clear Your Criminal Record will take you through all the steps 
necessary to Clear your record—anywhere. Every single step is completely 
detailed in a how-to manner that anybody can understand and follow, so 
you can do the work yourself. You don’t need to hire an attorney—unless 


you want to, and can find one that knows how to go about it (most don’t). 
And you can afford the expense. 


Some of the techniques you’ll lear include: finding out the difference 
between felony and misdemeanor records, how to find out what’s included 
in your record, how and where to get your FBI “rap sheet”, what to do if 
the FBI report is wrong, applying for clemency, proven methods to get a 

pardon, what to do after your record has been cleared, and much more! 


The author did the work for himself and has helped others clear their 


criminal records. Now he can show you how to go about it discreetly, simply, 
and cheaply. It’s all perfectly legal and can be done by anyone! 


Includes all letters and forms 
needed to complete the job. 
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